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PREFACE. 

PREFACE. 

The papers presented to the public ill the present No. have been 
coll£!cled and published in accordance with a vote of the Royal H a­
waiian Agricultural Society, passed at their recent meeting. 

It is due to the authors uf these papers to state that they were pl'e­
pared with no expectation that they would ever be printed, and sim­
ply for the benefit of the meeting at which they were read. It was, 
however, believed by those who then heard them that they embodied 
an amount of information too valuable to be locked up in the archives 
of the society, and they have accordingly been ~ollected in the pre­
sent form. 

Should the Society be prosperous and increase in members and use­
fulness, as its founders confidently hope, it has been thought that its 
members would look back with interest to its" day of small things," 
and be glad to have a chronicle of the rude beginning of Hawaiian 

r-- Agriculture. 
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PROCEEDINGS 
OF 

PRELIMINARY MEETING. 

FIRST DAY. 

Agl'eeably with an invitation to "all Farmers, Planters, Gardeners 
and other persons interested in the formation of a society for the pro­
motion of Hawaiian Agriculture," published in the Polynesian of 
April 27th, a very l'espectable number of the residents of Honolulu, 
and some from other parts of the Hawaiian Kingdom, met at the Ves­
try Room of the Bethel Chapel, on Monday evening, April 29th, 1850. 

His Honor, Judge ANDREWS, was called to the chair, and C. R. 
BISHOP was appointed Secretary for the me.eting. 

His Honor, Judge LEE, being called upon by the Chair, stated, 
briefly, the object _of the meeting; said that it was a preliminary meet­
ing, called principally for the purpose of appointing a Committee to 
correspond with the planters, farmers and others upon the different 
islands, at some future time to call a meeting of the people of all the 
isla~ds, who are interested in agriculture, with a view of forming a 
SoCiety, and uniting the action of those interested in the culture of the 
soil; that the business of such Committee should be definitely stated, 
and that he considered all classes, trades and Rrofessions of residents 
interested in the promotion of agriculture, the consumer, as well as the 
producer .. 

Messrs. Reynolds, Newcomb, Marshall, Fuller, Damon, Armstrong, 
Whitney, Johnson and Castle addressed the meeting in favor of the 
object proposec. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall, a committee of five was appointed in 
accordance with the suggestion of Judge Lee. The following gentle­
men were placed on that committee. Wm. L. Lee, James F. B. Mar­
shall, R. W. Wood, W. Newcomb, and Stephen Reynolds. 

On motion, the committee were instructed to fix upon a time for the 
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general meeting at Honolulu, of the planters, farmers and others in­
terested in agriculture, throughout the islands, and to issue a circular 
to be published in the newspapers, stating the objects proposed in the 
formation of an agricultural society, and inviting all interested in the 
pl'omotion of such objects to assemble on the- aay fixed, and to bring 
with them samples of their products and animals, for exhibition. They 
were also instructed to solicit certain persons to prepare essays, upon 
the various subjects connected with agriculture, to be read at the meet­
ing, and ,to procure a suitable person to deliver an address upon the 
occasion. 

The subject of the introduction of foreign laborers, and the securing 
of domestic laborers was discussed at some length by Messrs. Mar­
shall, Gower, Lee, Newcomb, Wood and others. 

His Honor Judge Lee said that he had proposed an Act for the mu­
tual protection of masters and servants, which he proposed to place in 
the hands of the present Legislature, to be laid before that body, for 
their consideration, and that with the permission of this meeting he 
would read the Act, hoping that the persons present better acquaint­
ed with the practical working of such an Act, might suggest many va­
luable amendments. 

On motion, it was resolved that the meeting approve of the Act read 
by Judge Lee. It was also resolved that the proceedings of this meet­
ing be published in the Honolulu newspapers. 

The meeting then adjourned, sine die. 

CIRCULAR, 

(ISSUED BY TIlE COllIl'.lITTEE ON THE FIRST OF JUNE.) 

To tlte fi-iends (If Jlg'l-icullttl'al Opel'atio1lS at the Hawaiian lsla1lds: 

At a public meeting of t hose persons interested in the promotion of 
Hawaiian Agriculture, held at Honolulu, April 20th, it was unani­
mously resolved that the formation of an association for the promotion 
and improvement of agricultural operations and products in these 
Islands, was highly desirable: that such an association would meet 
with cordial support from all classes of foreigners resident OD 
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these Islands, and would also be encouraged and fostered by the 
Hawaiian Government. It was also voted that all persons inter­
ested in the subje~t, should be invited to assemble in Honolulu in 
tlie month of August next, for the purpose of organizing such an 
association, and the undersigned were chosen a committee to carry 
out the above design, by appointing a day for such convention, 
and addressing a circular to all persons interested, explaining the 
objects of the contemplated association, and inviting their attend­
ance and co-operation in carrying out these objects. 

The importance and almost necessity of an institution like the 
one contemplated is too evident to require exposition. For years 
past, the agricultural interests of these islands have been insignifi­
cant, and their pursuit un profitable. With an uncertain and distant 
market-with little or no encouragement, or facilities given to for­
eign tillers of the soil, without proper knowledge of that soil,or 
sufficient capital to experiment upon its capabilities, most of the 
agricultural enterprises here have languished or utterly failed. And 
with the exception of a few sugar and coffee plantations, the proprie­
tors of which have invested too much capital to be able to abandon 
them without heavy loss, and which were still struggling on with 
doubtful prospects, the whole amount of agricultural operations at 
these islands consisted in the raising of fruit and vegetables for the 
fieet ofwhaIelihips that semi-annualIy touched here for supplies. 

Within the last two years, however, a great and sudden change 
has taken place in the prospects of this group. The extension ot the 
territory and government of the United States to the borders of the 
Pacific,the wonderful discoveries in California, and the consequent 
almost instantaneous creation of a mighty state on "the western front 
of the American Union," has, as it were, with the wand of a magician, 
drawn this little group into the very focus of civilization and prosper­
ity. We find ourselves suddenly surrounded by intelligent, enter­
prising neighbors, who call loudly to us to furnish of our abundance 
and receive in exchange of theirs. Our coffee and sugar no longer 
remain piled in our ware houses. Our frl,lits and vegetables no long­
er decay on the spot where they were grown. We are not even corn­
pelled to seek for them a market, but clamorous purchasers come to 
our very doors and carry off our supplies with an eagerness that has 
~aused us to feel a scarcity ourselves, and we are assurtld that not 
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only for all these, but for any other products of the soil that wEi will 
raise, a ready and increasing demand may be relied on from our en­
terprising neighbors. The native government too, impelled by ,the 
irresistible influence and example of the Anglo Saxon energy and 
progress, which it sees in every direction, is relaxing its former tena­
cious grasp on the arable lands of the Islands, and even inviting and 
encouraging their cultivation by foreign skill and capital. 

With these brilliant prospects suddenly opening to these Islands, let 
us inquire how far they are prepared to render them available. With 
every variety of soil, adapted to all the productions of the temperate 
and tropical latitudes, we find the agricultural operations of these Is­
lands checked and embarrassed by the insufficiency of the four great 
requisites of capital, experience, proper implements and labor. 

Jt is a fact worthy of remark, that, as your committee believe, with­
out a single exception, all the plantations that have been commenced 
at these Islands, have been so commenced by persons possessing nei­
ther experience in the business they were undertaking, or the requi­
site capital and knowledge of the soil, to carry it through to a suc­
cessful result. 

Plantations for the growth or manufacture of silk, cotton, coffee; .. 
sugar, &c., have been .commenced under such circumstances, and 
their failure, in some instances, is not to be wondered at, when we 
take into consideration such circumstances, added to the disadvanta": 
ges of the then isolated position of this group, almost cut off from 
communication with the civilized world, and the knowledge, capital, 
proper implements, &'c., so readily rendered available at home. Large 
sums of money have been thrown away on experiments, which the 
experience of persons acquainted with the business would have ena­
bled them to avoid, and no system of intercourse between the planters 
has been established, by which the experience of one could be ren­
dered available to another. And these are the great drawbacks from 
progress now. But few of our planters have sufficient capital to ena­
ble them to purchase the services or experience of others, and they 
are consequently learning by hard, expensive and slow experience 
themselves, and with f.ew facilities of communication, and some may 
still be pursuing plans which others havo found to be fruitless. 

To meet these difficulties, to provide for these wants, to render the 
experience of other countries available to this, to supply by a com-
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bined action, facilities and information to all, which cannot be pro­
cured by individuals, to encourage and foster agricultural operations 
in every form, is the main object of the proposed association. The 
merchant, the mechanic, the professional man, indeed, all classes 0 f 
consumers are equally interested with the producer, in the prosperity 
of this branch of labor, and we hope to have your aid and your per­
sonal co-operation in promoting these objects. 

It is proposed that the association shall subscribe for the principal 
standard periodicals and newspapers devoted to agriculture, and if the 
means of the society allow, an able editor shall be ecgaged for an 
agricultural magazine to be published at Honolulu, which shall con­
tain such selections from these periodicals as shall be most useful or 
intel'esting to the members, and shall also contain original articles 
and correspondence. Your committee would also suggest for your 
consideration, the propriety of the establishment of an agricultural 
warehouse at Honolu/u, for the importation and collection of such 
kinds of agricultural implements and machinery, plants, seeds, &'c., as 
are most adapted to this soil and to the laborers employed. The ad­
vantages of such an establishment are obvious to all who have had 
any experience in the matter, as most of the implements shipped to 
this market by merc~ants who are unacquai~ted with its wants, aI'e 
entirely unadapted to the necessities of the planters. Such a ware­
house could also be a depot for the sale of the products of the vari­
ous plantations and farms, the proprietors of which have not special 
agents at Honolulu. 

The improvement of the breed of cattle, horses, swine, sheep, 
poultry, &'c., is another great object of the society. Stated annual 
exhibitions could be held, and encouragement given to farmers and 
planters, by premiums being awarded for superior specimens of their 
products. 

Another subject of great importance before this association is that 
of Labor, The introduction of Coolie labor from China to supply 
the places of the rapidly decreasing native population is a question 
that is already agitated among us, and shou ld such a step become 
necessary, the aid of such an association in accomplishing this object 
would be of great benefit. All these objects, if left, as heretofore, 
to individual enterprise, would wholly or partially fail for want of the 
necessary means, but could easily be effocted by an organization like 
that contemplated. 



CIRCULAR. 9 

Having thus stated some of the objects of the proposed association, 
your committee most earnestly and cordially invite your presence and 
co-operation in the acr.omplishment of these objects. We have ap­
pointed as the time most convenient for the planters from other is­
lands to assemble in Honolulu, Monday, the twelfth of August next, 
for the first meeting for the purpose of organization. Due notice will 
be given of the hour and place of meeting. 

An address will be delivered on the occasion by the Hon. W. L. 
Lee, and it is hoped that addresses will be made by other persons. 
Your committee earnestly request the attendance of all who feel in­
terested in. the objects of the meeting. The stati:!tics of agricultural 
operations on these islands, the capacities and nature of the soils, the 
.experience of farmers, planters, graziers, and others on this group 
would prove useful and interesting topics to be brought before the 
meeting. 

Your committee would also request that specimens of the various 
,products of the islands, such as sugar, coffee, potatoes, indigo, arrow 
root, &.c j be sent for exhibition at the meeting. Animals of s!lperior 
breed, such as cattle, horses, sheep, poultry, &'c., might be pent for 
exhibition, and a public sale might be made of any such that the 
owners might wish to dispose of. A building will be prepared for the 
reception of such specimens. 

In conclusion your committee would again urge upon your atten­
tion the importance of the proposed association. A full attendance of 
all who are interested in the accomplishment of the objects of the con­
vention is solicited j as the aid and countenance of all is needed to 
secure its succeSB. 

STEPHEN REYNOLDS, 
W: NEWCOMB, 
J. F. B. MARSHALL, 
R. W. WOOD, 
W. L. LEE. 
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PROCENDINGS 
OF 

AGRICUL TURAL CONVENTION. 

In pursuance of the call in the foregoing circular, a Convention 
assembled at Mauna Kilika, Honolulu, at 3 o'clock on the 12th of 
August, 1850. 

Mr. Reynolds from the preliminary committee, called the meeting to 
order. and announced that the committee had in fulfillment of the duty 
assigned to it, prepared the draft of a Constitution of an Agricultural 
Association, which they were now ready to present,to the Convention. 

The Convention was organized by the <;hoice of His Honor Judge 
Lee as Chairman, and Mr. Bond as Secretary. 

Dr:Newcomb from the Committee, read a draft of a constitution of 
the Hawaiian Agricultural Association. 

On motion of Mr. Castle it was voted that each article of this draft 
be read separately, with the view to elicit discussion upon its merits, 
preparatory to its reference to a special committee. 

The first articles were accordingly read and discussed, after which, 
upon motion ofMr, Marshall, it was 

Voted-That a committee of one from each of the islands represent­
ed in this convention, be appointed, to whom the draft should be refer­
red, with directions to report such amendments as seem needful at the 
next business meeting of the convention. 

Voted-That the committee be appointed by the chair. The Chair 
appointed, Dr. Newcomb, Oahu, 

Mr. Gower, Maui, 
Mr. Rhodes, Kauai, 
Mr. Hus!ley, Molokai, 
Mr. Kenway, Hawaii. 

Voted-That the Chairman of this Convention with Dr. -Newcolob 
and Mr. Wyllie be appointed a committee to draft a code of bye-laws 
for the government of the association. 
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Mr. Reynolds 9f the preliminary committee gave notice that his 
Honor Judg~ Lee would, in compliance with the invitation of the com­
mittee, deliver an address upon the objects of the proposed association 
at 7i o'clock P. M., at the Bethel Chapel. 

The chairman announced that several gentlemen had prepared re­
ports upon agricultural topics, which were held ready for presenta­
tion at such time as the convention should appoint for their hearing. 

On motion 01 Dr. Wood it was voted that a committee of two from 
each island represented in the conveption, be appointed by the chair, 
to draft resolutions expressi1e of the sense of the convention, and to 
report to an adjourned meeting. 

The Chair appointed Dr. Wood, Mr. Marshall, Oahu; Mr. John­
son, Mr. Pease, Kauai; Mr. Torbert, Mr. Paraons, Maui; Mr. Ken-
way, Mr. Reynolds, Hawaii; Mr. Hussey, Molokai. . 

Adjourned to meet at the Bethel Chapel at 7i o'clock, to listen to the 
address of Judge Lee, and to attend to such other business as time may 
permit. 

Adjourned meeting, 7 1-2 o'clock. 
Judge Lee delivered an address upon the history and importance of 

agriculture. 
Upon motion of Dr. Wood it was voted unanimously, That the 

thanks of the convention blo} presented to His Honor Judge Lee for 
his admirable address, and that he be requested to furnish a copy of 
it for publication. 

Mr. Wyllie presented an interesting report upon the progress of ag­
ricultural science, with especial reference to the action of agricultural 
associations. ' 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, it wa'J voted-that the thanks of the 
Convention be presented to Mr. Wyllie, for the report, and that he be 
requested to furnish a copy of the lIame for publication. 

The ,Chairman gave .. ,notice that there would be an exhibition of 
choice stock on TuesdllY at 2 P. M. at Mauna Kilika. 

Adjourned to meet at Mauna Kilika, on Tuesday at 3'1-2 o'cl~ck 
precisely. 

SECOND DA.Y. 

Tueeday, Aug~st, 13th, 1860. 
At Two 0 'clock the Members of the Convention assembled at Mauna 
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Kilika to view specimens of stock, fruits, etc, presented for exhibition. 
At Four o'clock the Meeting was called to order. 
'the minutes of the last meeting having been read. Dr. Newcomb, 

Chairman of the committee to whom was referred the draft of a Con­
stitution, reported the same again, with amendments. 

CONSTITUTION. 
ARTICLE 1. The name of this association shall be THE ROYAL 

HAW.UU.N AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 
ARTICLE 2. His :Majesty the King, by Royal permission, is hereby 

declared to be the Patron of the Society. 
ARTICLE 3. The objects of this Society shall be to foster the interests 

of Agriculture in all its various branches, and the Mechanical Arts; 
and to increase the amount of industrial productions in this group of 
islands. 

ARTICLE 4:. The officers of this Society shall be one President, six 
Vice Presidents, one Treasurer, one Corresponding Secretary, one 
Recording Secretary, an Executive Committee of five members, whose 
terms of service, for all these offices, shall be for one year, or until 
tbeir successors are duly appointed. 

ARTICLE 5. There shall be an Annual Meeting of the Society at 
Honolulu, or at such other place as the Society may designate, at 
which time, under the direction of the Executive Committee, an election 
for officers shan be held; which election shall be by ballot, and the 
persons receiving the greatest number of votes for the respective 
offices, shall be duly elected. 

ARTICLE 6. All the Official Members shan constitute a Board of 
Managers; and a majority of those residing on the island of Oahu, 
ahall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

ARTICLE 7. The Board of Managers shan have power to appoi,nt 
agents, may purchase books, and subscribe for papers and periodicals; 
may institute experiments to te8t supposed improvements in agriculture 
or mallufactures; may publish, or cause to be published, ao agricul­
tural journal; may cause a geological aud analytical survey of the 
islands; may award premiums to meritori(ous producers, residents of the 
islands; ,may introduce foreign machines, implements, plants, seeds, 
etc. ; shall provide for holdiog the Annual Meeting of the Society; 
and shall fill, all vacancies caused by death, resignation, or otherwise, 
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among the officers; but shall have no power to incur indebtedness 
beyond the amount of funds in the treasury. 

ARTICLE 8. The duties of the several officers shall be more partic­
ularly defined in the Code of By-Laws. 

ARTICLE 9. It shall be the duty of the retiring President to render 
a report of the proceedings of the Society for ~he current year, and 
deliver, or cause to be delivered, an address at the Annual Meeting 
of the Society. 

ARTICLE 10. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer, at the close of 
the current year, to present a written report, giving in detail an ac­
count of receipts and disbursements. 

ARTICLE ll. It shall be the duty of the Trearurer to disburse all 
monies of the Society upon the order of the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee. 

ARTICLE 12. The ordinary members of this Society shall be those 
who pay annually into the treasury the sum of Five Dollars, for which 
a certificate of membership shall be given by (he PreSident upon the 
presentation to him of the Treasurer's receipt. 

ARTICLE 13. The Life Members of this Society shall be those who 
pay into the treasury at anyone time the slim of Fifty Doll~rs, for 
which a certificate shall be given, as provided in Article 12. 

ARTICLE 14. Life Members shall have all the rights and privileges 
of ordinary members, and for ever after be exempt from the payment 
of annual dues. 

ARTICLE 15. The Board of Managers shall have power to issue 
certificates of membership to persolls residing in foreign countries; 
who shall be designated Corresponding Members of the Society. 

ARTICLE 16. No alteration or amendment of this Constitution shall 
be made but at some Annual Meeting of the Society, and by a con­
currence of two-thirds of the members present at such Meeting. 

The draft having been considered, article by article, and having 
received sundry amendments, was accepted by unanimous vote. 

The Secretary was directed to receive the names of all persons who 
wish to become members of the association for the coming year, or 
for life. 

Thirty-eight Annual Members, and four Life Members were re­
ported. 

The Convention adjourned, sine die. 
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The First Meetmg of the Royal Hawaiian Agricultural Society wail 
organized by the choice of Hon. V\T • • L. LEE, as Chairman, and 
EDWARD P. ;BOND as Secretary. 

Voted-That the Meeting now proceed to ballot for President of the 
Society, it being understood that jf any individual have a majority of 
all the ballots cast, he shall be declared du ly elected, but that if no 
person have a majority of all the ballots cast, the vote shall be regarded 
as informal, and a second balloting be required. The ballots having 
been collected and counted, and Judge LEE having received a majority 
of all the ballots cast, was declared duly elected President of the 
Society, and assumed the Chair in that capacity, thanking the Socioty 
for the honor conferred upon him. 

Voted-That the meeting now proceed to ballot for the other officers 
()f the Society. 

The following individuals were elected. 

B. PITMAN, Juno', Hawaii, 

G. S. KENWAY, " 

L. G. DWIGHT, Molokai, 

L. L. TORBERT, Maui, 

STEl'HEN REYNOLDS, Oahu, 

GODFREY RHODES, Kauai, 

S. N. CASTLE, Treasurer. 

Vice Presidents. 

CR. C. WYLLIE, Corre8pond~ng Secretary.) 

RICHARD H. BOWLIN, Recording Secretary. 

R. W. WOOD, 

J. B. F. MARSHALL, 

W. NEWCOMB, 

E. O. HALL, 

G. A. LATHROl', 

Executive Committee. 

The Meeting adjourned to Wednesday at Ten, A. M. 

EDWARD P. BOND, Secretary. 
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THIRD DAY. 

Adjourned meeting, Aug. 14, 10 A. M., President in the Chair. 
The minutes of the last meeting having been read, Mr. Wyllie pre­

sented his thanks to the Society for the honor conferred in the appoint­
ment of Corresponding Secretary, but positively declined the appoint­
ment. 

The Society proceeded to ballot for Corresponding Secretary. 
The election resulted as follows: 
Whole number of votes, 23. 
E. O. Hall having more votes than any other member was declar-:. 

ed duly elected. Mr. Hall dec:lined the appointment. 
Voted, that a committee of three be appointed by the Chair, to re­

tire and report the name of a suitable candidate for the office of Cor­
responding Secretary. The Chair appointed A. W. Parsons, R. C. 
Wyllie and E. O. Hall. 

During the absence of the committee, Mr. Marshall from the com­
mittee on resolutions, reported a series of resolutions for the discus­
sion of the meeting, and a series of resolutions for the appointment by 
the Chair of committees of investigation for the ensuing year, also the 
draft of an address to the government upon the subject of agriculture. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas, the Members of the Society believe Agriculture to be the 
great basis of Commerce, Manufactures and all other business, and the 
only sure foundation of Hawaiian prosperity, it is therefore, 

1. Resolved, that this Society do respectfully and earnestly entreat 
the Government, and all classes of individuals to lend their exertions 
to Us promotion. 

2. Resolved, That we warmly approve of the action of the last Le­
gislature in the passage of laws improving the landed tenures of the 
Kingdom, and abolishing the duties on gardfln seeds, plants, agricul­
tural implements, sugar mills, coffee milIs, and animals introduced for 
the improvement of our stock. 

3. Resolved, That this Society respectfully recommend to the Le· 
gislature, the adoption of efficient measures for the improvement of the 
public roads, and the appointment of suitable Superintendents in every 
district, to carry out these measures. 
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4. Resolved, That this Society respectfully recommend the adop­
tion of some means to facilitate inter-island navigation, by steam ves­
sels, and also for the improvement of Harbors . 
. (i. Resolved, That a petition be drawn up by this Society, asking 

tbe Legislature for an annual appropriation to be disLributed in pre­
miums, and otherwise used for the promotion of Agriculture. 

6. Resolved, That this Society respectfully and earnestly recom­
mend to the Legislature, to employ some competent person, with a 
sufficient salary, to make a Geological and Agricultural Survey of the 
Islands, and compile a written report of the same, together with a re­
port on the Natural Histol'Y of the Islands. 

7. Resolved, That in the opinion of this Society, one of the greatest 
obstacles' to the success of agriculturists is the want of labor; and that 
it is the duty of this Society not only to devise means for securing more 
labor, but for economizing what we have. 

S. Resolved, That in the opinion of this Society, tbe importation and 
adoption of improved agricultural implements, would be a great saving 
Qf labor, and at the same time increase the products and profits of the 
husbandman; and that a Committee be appointed whose duty it shall 
be to take this matter into consideration and report at our next annual 

. meeting. 
9. Resolved, That this Society earnestly recommend to the Legis­

lature the establishment of a Public Nursery, for Plants and Fruit 
Trees. 

10. Resolved, That a Committee of ten be appointed by the ~resi­
dent, whose duty it shall be to collect statistics relating to the export 
of domestic produce and to report at our next annual meeting. Com­
mittee, B. Pitman, Chairman, G. S. Kenway, Preston Cummings, L. 
L. Torbert, J. T. Gower, H. S. Swinton, C. R. Bishop, F. Wunden­
burg, George Gilmore. 

Voted, That this Committee be instructed to send in their report to 
Stephen Reynol~s, the Vice President for Oahu, in time to enable him 
to present the same at the next annual meeting. 

11. Resol ved, That a Committee of five be appointed by the Chair, 
to inquire into the necessity and importance of an increased attention 
to Horticulture and tbat they report at our next annual meeting. Com­
millee, Henry M. Whitney, Chairman, Thomas Brown, E. H. Rogers, 
A. B. Bates, S. C. Damon. 
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12. Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the Chair, 
to collect statistical facts in relation to the culture of sugar cane and 
the manufacture of Sugar therefrom, to report at our next annual meet­
ing. Committee, R. W. Wood, Chairman, G. A. Lathrop, J. F. B. 
:\Iarshall, A. W. Parsons, L. L. Torbert. 

13. Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed by the Chair, 
to collect statistical facts in relation to the growth of Coffee, and to 
make such suggestions for its promotion and improvement as to them 
may seem proper, and to report at our next meeting. Committee, T. 
C. B. Rooke, Chairman, G. Rhodes, B. Pitman, Antonio Catiline, A. 
Archer. 

14. Resolved, That a Committ'ee of three be appoint~d by the. 
Chair to devise means for procuring more labor, and also for econo­
mising what we have, to report at our next annual meeting. Commit­
tee, J. F. B. Marshall, Chairman, R. W. Wood, Stephen Reynolds. 
" 15. Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed by the Chair 
to procure, as far as possible, an analysis of our soils, with other geo­
logil:al knowledge interesting to agriculturists, to report at our next 
annual meeting. Committee, W. H. Pease, Chairlnan, W. Newcomb, 
T. C. B. Rooke. 

16. Resolved, Tha~ a Committee of three be appointed by the 
Chair, to collect facts in regard to the history and habits of the cut­
worm, and other destructive insects and vermin, to their ravages on 
our crops, and to the best means, if any are known of preventing their 
depredations, and to report at our next annual meeting. Committee, 
L. Andrews, Chairman, J. T. Gower, W. H. Pease. 

17. Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed by the Chair, 
to enquire into the condition of our roads, harbors, and inter-island 
navigation, to suggest improvements therefor, and to report to our next 
annual meeting. Committee, T. Metcalf, Chairma1l', G. M. Robert­
son, R. C. Wyllie. 

18. Resolved, That a Committee of four be appointed to make en­
quiries in reference to implements and to devise means for procuring 
the same, to report at our next annual meeting. Committee, R. Arm­
stro~g, Chairman, C. W. Vincent, W. H. Rice, Robert C. JanioD. 

19. ResQlved, That Committees be appointed by the Chair whose 
business it shall be to report at the next annual meeting, the progress 
of improvement in Neat Stock, HOTses, Sheep, Swine, and Poullry, to-

3 



18 TRA.NSA.CTIONS OF THE 

gether with any information they may be able to obtain, interesting to 
the agricultural interest generally, relating to these subjects. 

Committee on Neat Cattle, John Meek, Chairman, C. G. Hopkins, 
Henry Sea . 
. Committee on Horses, Thomas Cummings, Chairman, Samuel Thomp­

son, John Meek. 
Committee on Sheep, George S. Kenway, Chairman, Thomas Cum­

mings, Thomas Brown. 
Committee on Sloine, Thomas Brown, Chairman, A. Paki, George 

Gilmore. 
Committee on Poultry, E. H. Rogers, Chairman, Paul Manini, Thos. 

Brown. 
20. Resolved, That the King and Privy Council be requested to 

carry into effect the Act of the last LE'gislnture in regard to post offices 
and mail communication between the Islands by prolDulgation accord­
ing tl) the provisions of that act. ., 

21. Resolved that an auxiliary Committee of one from each Island 
. 'be appointed to communicate statistics in regard to labor. Committee, 

B. Pitman, Chairman, L. L. TOI'bert, S. G. Dwight, G. Rhodes. 
Committee on Seasons, J. S. Emerson, Chairman, J. S. Green, E. 

Bond, H. R. Hichcock, J. W. Smith. 
Committee on Fences, Wm. Miller, Esq., Chairman, E. Johnson, R. 

G. Davis, H. A. Pierce. 
Committee on Trees and Grasses, Mr. Duncan, Chairman, E. Bailey, 

W. H. Pease, H. M. Whitney, G. P. Judd. 
22. Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to enquire 

respecting garden seeds and fruits, and to obtain varieties of the same, 
and tu report at our next annual meeting. Committee, Rev. S. C. Da­
mon, Chairman, A. Adams, Rev. D. Baldwin. 

The committee upon nominations of Corresponding Secretary pre­
Mented their report. 

Voted, that we proceed to the election of Corresponding Secretary. 
The result was as follows: whole number of ballots, 25. 

Edward P. Bond having a majority of all the votes cast was declar­
ed duly elected. The report of the committee on relolutions wa. a~ 
capted. 
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EVENING SESSION. 14th. 

The Society met pursuant to adjournment, the President in th. 
Chair. 

On motion of Mr. J. F. B. Marshall, the petition of the Committee 
to the Hawaiian Government was read. 

To the House oj Nobles and Bepresentati'IJes oj the Hawaiian I.landf. 
The Petition of the undersigned members of the Royal Hawaiian 

Agricultural Society, respectfully represents: 
That in their opinion Agriculture is the main reliance of the King­

dom j that upon the products of the soil all clf.Bses must dept'nd for 
subsistence and wealth j that it is the great fountain of physical and 
moral health to every nation j and that upon its encouragement and in­
crease the fate of the People greatly depends: 

That indolence is the besetting sin of the land; that nothing can 
save the nation from destruction but increased labor in cultivating the 
loil: and that hence, it is of the first importance that no effort should 
be spared, of which the Legislature is capable, to atimulate industry 
and promote rural labors: 

That the wasting state of the nation and the sc~rcity and high price 
of our Agricultural products, are such evils as to cause the profoundest 
.. orrow and awaken the most earnest attention of our Legislators, who 
are the constituted guardians of the Public weal: 

That they have viewed with the liveliest emotions of satisfaction and 
gratitude the recent acts of the Legislature, granting to the common 
People their lands in fee-simplc,-throwing open the waste acres of 
the Kingdom to the industry, skill and capital of foreigners, and abo­
lishing all dutiea on plants, garden leeds, agricultural implements and 
animals: 

That they trust the good work so well begun will be prosecuted to 
a successful end, and the fostering aid of the Government be extended 
·jn every direction that gives the least promise of adding to the rellour­
·ces of the country, or restoring health to the nation: 

That one of the means of awakening industry and improvement ill 
'Cultivating the· soil, which has been practiced with success in other 
.countries, has been the bestowment of pecuniary rewards and honor­
ary dist.inctions i and that believing the same means would be bleueci 
",ith the like result ia this country, ' 

We would 'respectfully recommend to the Legislatur.a the appropria-
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tion of a permanent fund, which shall yield at least an annual interest 
of one thousand dollars, to be. distributed in premiums, or otherwise, 
as may best promote the interest of husbandry, and to be· regulated 
and restricted in such a manner as to your Honorable Body may seem 
just and proper. 

On motion of J. T. Gower the petition was adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Hall a Committee of one was appointed to present 

the petition to the Legislature. 
The Chair appointed Mr. Armstrong, said Committee. 
:mssays were read by the following gentlemen: Stephen Reynolds, 

H. M. Whitney, Rev. E. Johnson, W. H. Pease. 
Also letters from Thos. Miller; of Hilo, and Rev. T. E. Tayler of 

Lahaina. 
On motion of Mr. Bond, a vote of thanks was returned to those gen­

tlemen who prepared alId read Essays to the Society, and copies re­
quested for the archives of this Society. 

Messrs. Parsons and Torbert presented verbal statements of the ex­
tent of agricultural production~ of the Island of MauL 

On motion of Mr. Bond-voted, that the thanks of the society be 
presented to Messrs. Parsons and Torbert, for their interesting re­
ports, and that they be requested to reduce the same to writing, that 
they may be deposited with the permanent documents of the Society. 

Adjourned til Thursday at 91 A. M. 

FOURTH DAY. 

Adjourned meeling, August 15-10 A. M. 
The Recording Secretary being absent, the minutes of the last meet­

ing were read by. the Corresponding Secretary. 
The Chairman announced that Gen. Wm. Miller had requested that 

his name might be recorded as a Life Member of the Society. 
On motion of Mr. Hall-Voted, that Gen. Miller be added to the 

Committee on Fences, and that he be requested to act as Chairman 
of that Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong-Voted, that the natives throughout 
the Islands, be invited to co-operate with this Society in carrying out 
it, designs, and that a committee of one from each of the large Islands, 
be appointed to propose to them the formation of Societies auxiliary 
to thie, and to aid them in their formation, and that all Missionaries 
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throughout the Islands be requested to aid the committee in the forma­
tion of these auxilliary societies. 

On motion of Mr. Marshall-Voted, that the chairman of the same 
Committee be instructed to issue a circular to the native population invit­
ing them to unite with this society, or to co-operate with it through 
auxilliary associations. -

The Chair appointed Messrs. R. Armstrong, J. S. Green, Titus 
Coan, H. R. Hitchcock, G. B. Rowell. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong-Voted, that a Committee of five be 
appointed by the Chair, to report at the next annual meeting upon the 
suJ.ject of Trees and Grasses. The Chair appointed Messrs. Duncan, 
Bailey, Pease, Whitney, and Judd. 

On motion of Mr. Parsons-Voted, that a Committee of three be ap­
pointed by the Chair to report at the next annual meeting upon the 
subject of food for laborers. The Chair appointed Messrs. A. W. 
Parsons, R. W. Wood, and J. R. Emerson. 

The President read a letter from Robert C. Janion, Esq., request­
ing that his name might be recorded as a Life Member of the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Castle, it was Voted, that Mr. ]anion be added to 
the Committee on Agricultural Implements. 

The President read a communication from Mr. G. M. Robertson on 
the culture of the Grape and of Tobacco. 

On motion of Mr.Castle--:-Voted, that the thanks of the Society be 
presented to Mr. Robertson for his communication, and that a copy be 
requested to be placed with the permanent documents of the Society. 

Dr. Wood read a communication upon the history of the culture of 
the sugar cane. 

On motion of Mr. Castle, it was voted that the thanks of this Society 
be presented to Dr. Wood for his communication, and tbat a copy be 
requested to be placed among tbe permanent documents of tbe Society. 

Individuals recommended as corresponding members. 
By Judge Lee-Dr. Johnson, of Tahiti, Hon. Daniel Lee, of Geo· 

United States. 
By Rev. S. C. Damon-Wm. Hooper, Esq., San Francisco. 
By R. H. Bowlin-Hon. T. Ewbank, Commissioner of Patents, 

Washington, U. S. . 
On motion, is was-Voted, that the transactions' of this Society 

be published Clnnually in periodical form, and that Rev. Sam'l C. 
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Damon, E. Bond, Corresponding Secretary, and R. H. Bowlin, Re­
cording Secretary, be appointed a committee to carry into effect the 
foregoing resolution this year. 

The Society then took up the subject of importing foreign labor 
which elicited a spirited discussion, in which Messrs. Lee, Gower, 
Castle, Hall, Parsons and others participated. 

Adjourned to 3 P. M. 

EVENING SESSION-August 15, 3 P. M. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 
The subject of importing foreign labor was again taken up and a 

long and interesting discussion ensued, during which many practical 
hints .were thrown out. The subject was finally laid over. 

On motion-Res,olved, the thanks of this Society be tendered the 
Government for the use of the building in which it met. 

On motion of Mr. Hall-Resolved, that Meflsrs. Armstrong and 
Clark be requested to publish the proceedings of this Society in the 
native language. 

On motion of Mr. Castle-Resolved, that the Editors of the Polyne­
sian, Times, Elele and Friend be requested to publish the proceedings 
of this Society in their respective papere. 

On motion of Mr. Hall-Resolved, that the Vice Presidents on their 
respective Islands be requested to use their best exertions to secure 
members to the Society. 

Resolved-That when we do adjourn, we adjourn to meet again on 
the 2nd Monday in August, 1851. 

On motion-Resolved, that the thanks of the Society be presented 
to the following individuals, for the exhibition of specimens of stock, 
vegetables, fruit, &.c. 

John Meek, Samuel Thompson, H. A. Pierce &. Co., A. Paki, Paul 
Manini, James F. B. Marshall. Mrs. Ladd, Alexander Adams, John 
C. Jones, R. W. Wood, J. T. Gower, L. L. Torbert, H. M. Whitney 

On motion, adjourned. 
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ADDRESS. .. 
Delivered by WM. L. LEE, EsQ.. 

This is no common gathering. In a small Island of the Pacific, which 
thirty years ago was buried in the darkness ofheathenisDlllnd scarcely 
known to the most civilized portions of the earth, in a country whose up­
lands we.·e then slumbering in the almost unbroken rest of ages, and 
whose lowlands knew little culture but that of the kal,) patch, there 
has this day assembled the planter who COUntS his hundreds of acres of 
sugar cane and coffee trells-the farmer raising cargoes of vegetables 
for California,-and the herdsman who gathers in his folds a thousand 
cattle. Indeed this is no every day assembluge. Who in the days of 
'the distinguished discoverer of Ihese islands,-of the great and good 
Vancouver, or in the still later times of the arrival of the American 
Missionaries on these then savage shores, would have dared to predict 
that in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, 
there would gather in these ends of the earlh, from EUl'ope and from 
Asia-from North aRd South America-from Old England and from 
New England, such a body as we now see! Who at that lime would 
have stakel! his reputation on such a prophpsy? Verily, my friends, 
I hail this assemblage with joy! J hail it, if it prove successful in the 
objects for which we have come together, as the dawn ofa new era in 
the history of the Sandwich Islands. I hail it as an advancing step to­
wards the thorough civilization of the Hawaiian rat:e and the security 
of its national prosperity and independence. An advancing step, I 
Bay j for great as is the contrast presented to us between the present 
and thirty years ago, in the view we have just taken, I venture to pre­
dict that those who shall fill our places thirty years hence, will Gee a 
far greater one between thnt time and tbe year 1850. They wil~ see 
our vallies blooming with coffee and fruit trees-our barren hill~ide8 

waving with luxuriant cane fields-our worthless plains irrigated and 
fruitful, and the grass huts now scattered over our land replaced by 
comfortable farm houses. This is the day of small things in the agri­
culture of the Hawaiian lalands, but by no means is it a day to be de­
.pised. Let us improve it bJ doiDj a work not to be forgotten when 
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we are gone. By forming an institution to be perpetuated by its bles­
sings, and for which th~ generations to come will remember us with 
gratitde. 

I propose to spend the time allotted me on this occasion in a few re­
marks oil the necessity for and the objects of the Society proposed; 
and then pass to the consideration of the dignity and importance of 
'agriculture, and the necessity for its encouragement as a source of 
national prosperity and independence. 

The n'ecessity for the formation of an Agricultural Association in 
these Islands is too obvious to need more than a word. The cultiva­
tors of the soil, l:!cattered as they are from Rau to Waioli, points, 
which, owing to the slow and uncertain movements of our inter-island 
navigation, are more distant from each other than England and the 
United States, with little or no opportunity of communicating with each 
other. live bound to their fields, in ignorance of their co-workers on 
other islands-in Ignorance of each others advantages and disadvan.s 
tages, improvements or wants, and with many of their best sympathies 
dwarfed and dormant. This is clearly Wl'ong, and their exists an im­
perative necessity for reform. The agricultural interests of this group 
stand pre-eminent in importance, and its Representatives should at ' 
least meet once a year to aid in their promotion." To prosper, the far­
mers of this Kingdom need what they have never bad, namely, an or­
ganization. One which shall bl'ing them acquainted with each other's 
improvements, and means of procuring, securing and economising la­
bor. One which shall give them a. community of feeling-a single­
ness of purpose, and concert of action. One which shall serve as a 
head-a well regulated head, by which their operations may bo guided, 
and through which they may speak as with the voice of one man. To 
supply these wants, is one of the great objects of the proposed associ­
ation. It has other objects not 'less important, among which, are the 
promotion offriendly and social intercourse,-the mutual bestowment 
of assistance and the interchange of kind offices,-the awakening of a 
spirit of industry and frugality; and the diffusion of light and knowledge 
throughout the Islands in relation to every branch of agriculture. Nor 
is this the end of benefits expected to flow from this association. It is 
intended by the judicious distribution of' premiums, to arouse the peo­
ple io a laudable ambition in the growth of finer and larger crops, the 
introduction of new seeds, plants, and better agricultural'implemoDts, 
the importation of new breeds of cattle Bild the improvoments of thoso 
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we have. an" the discovery of somel'heans for·the 'effectual destruc-
tionoftb~ va~ious insects and. vermin which at certain seasons of tlt~ 
year· sweep over portions of the group like the locusts of Egypt, _de.~. 
troying'every green .thing. 

Having briefly stated .the necessity for, and some of the principal ,-, ~ 
objects of, the proposed society, I shall now pro~eed to addres!, you. 
upon tke dignity and importance of agriculture, and tke necessity for .ita 
encourag~ment as a 71leans of national prosperity and independe'llce. 

Of all the occupations of man, .agriculture stands first in impor~~,ce 
and second to none in dignity. I would not follow the error. so"~~oi­
monwith public speakers, of attaching undue importance to the sub­
ject under consideration, but I do feel, that in the assertion I have just 
made, I am upheld by the universal voice -of history, of the ablest 
writers on political economy,' imd'ilie observation of every day life. 
Agriculture is the original source of all wealth and prosperity. It sup­
plies· our food nnd raiment. . It gives us life, bealth·and strength .. Its 
productions furnish the materials for the labors of the manufacturer. 
and in turn freight tbe bai'k of comm~rcc. In a word, it is the basis 
of all other arts-:-:-the great substratum upon which rests .every otber 
interest, individualiJ1rid national. It is.the m.~t ancient and most sa ... 
cred of all employments. We read ill the Holy Scriptures, "Aild the 
Lord God pl~nted a garden eastward in Eden: . ani*,*~re be put the 
man whom he had formed." "And tbe Lord. God .(pok- tbe mao, alld 
put him into the garden of Eden, to dress it and to keep it. After the 
fall of Adam, we read, "rhe Lord God sent him forth from tbe gar­
den of Eden, " to till the ground fT()fll whence h.e was taken. OJ It is clear 
then. from the higbest of all authority, the BiJ>\e itself, tbat th~ g~eat 
Creator made man a farmer; and that all other avocations are secpn­
dary in rank-to that of ag~iculture. Being the first labor comm!lnded 
of Heaven it is . the most dignified, hO,norable and important'. Its se­
niority an~ divi.ne origin entitle it n~ only' to our. J;everence andre­
spect, lint to our l1ighest consideration' among the art~, ~f which it i. 
tbecommon parent. . . ~ ... . 

From tbe aay of A~am to the present time the culture of the soil h~s 
h~ld it. bigJ.i. ,position. in every civilized oouotry .~orig the Israelites 
itstood!i:a:at in raok, witb the Persianl5 it was rew~.~ with royal fa­
vor,'an~ ~moD8, t,he Chipese. t~.~ most populous •. on, of tbe most an­
oi~Dt: and in many respects the nl(~!t ~ivilized of. the ~atioD~ of the 
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globe; it has «lver commanded alike the adoration oC the ... Sol,eGuar~ 
~iilD ofthe Earth," and his four hundred'millions ofsubject~. The imnual 
cdrem'onial by,which the emperor'of· Ghina'manifests his re'spect for 

~ " agriculture, is probably familiar to you all. Surrounded by hIs prin..;· 
, "', '~Cipal officers, he prbstrntes himself upon the earth, anrl invokes the 

blessi~g ofthe God of Heaven upon the labors of himself and of his 
people. Asthe high priest of tho Empire, he then sacrifices a bullock, 
'and while "the ,altar is still smoking, he lays aside his imperial robes, 
pui~:e.iSl' 'hands to the plough,. nnd opens sever~l furrows over t~e 
whole field. After the Mandarms have followed his example, presents 
are distributed to the phsantry, and the festivities close, to be again 
renewed when the Emperor comes to sow the seed. A noble tribute 
this to one of the noblest pU1'.suits of man! J n . no country, perhaps, 
is agriculture so honoted, dignified and- nurtured as in China. Cer­
tainly in no other is its astonishing power a.s a sustainer: of human life 

. and the support of a nation - so strikingly ~lIustrated. Its crowded 
population, which has little or no other source, of subs~stence,_has push­
ed it to the highest state of perfection, and necessity, ever fertile in in­
ven~ibn, hilS furnished it with -means of inducing and perpetuating 
tbe f~rtility of the earth, which to the most enlig~ened agriculturists 
oCthe'present day is a matter of astonishment. Not a rood of ground, 
that can be 'ml\d.,~o produce the most unimp~rtant crop is suffered to 

• ,f.' ,r ~ 

run' to waste.' - Th-e'steepest hill-sides and most precipitous mountains 
are cut into terracesan'd cultivated to their very tops. The rivers that 
flow along their bases lire taken from their Qeds-carl'ied to command:­
ing heights, and made to trickle down their barren sides to beautify, ee­
rich, and bless the earth. There alone in all the globe the soil is never 
let to rest. From age to age not an acre' of its five millions of square 
miles is p'ermiUed to lie idle, ana the same land which for thousands of 
years has been yielding f~om two to three crops annually; is by a ju­
dicious system of' manuring made to retain its pristine vigor. 

The revenue of China, which is estimafed at upwards of $150,000;--
000, consists chiefly in productions of the soil; and well. mAy Agricul­
ture be hooored,in a land where she takes ~pits dusty atoms, trails­
m'utes them i~to her powerful alembic,' and pours them into its trea- -
sury, a stream of moulten gold. , -

In.Egypt, once the very centre of civilization, imd even, in it, ruin. 
the land oC wonder to the phi.JoBOpher· Bndendleaa research: ·to ' the 
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1Icholar,agriculture was an object of especial devotion. In such eS'­
·timation, was it, h~Ja by thfi Egyptians that they ascribed" its invention 
,to the Gods,-=deified the Nile as the fertilizer ,of their soil;, and wor­
shipped the ox for his ser,v,ic"cs in the field. Though Egypt has ever 
been for the most part an arid waste covered with burning.sands, 
yet the ov~rflowings of the Nile, united with the industry of ~er 
inhabitants, ,earned for her thE! ~eputation of being the granary of 
the world. Even in hQr pl'esent desolation, her Copts· and Arabs sup­
ply their Turkish masters' with grain. 

In Greece, agriculture was'never, cherished to the same' extent that 
it W'ns among the other great nations of ancient times.' This was part­
ly owing to ,the sterility of her. soil, and in -part, no doubt, to her 
prosecuting the lab~rso(the husbandman by means of slaves. 'Still it 
was honored by the po~tic genius of Hesiod, and by the writings and 
lectures of Xenophen. ' 

Rome venerated the, plow, and her noblest s~ns followed in its fur- , ' 
rows. Her pride, her strength, her wealth and chief glory lay in bet" 
agriculture; and from the time of NU(lla, when to neglect the cultiva.i" 
tion of a farm was an offense punishable by the chastisement of the~" 
censor, to the de~.line of the Empit-e, he~ senators and m8gi~trates, 
her most distinguished statesmen and generals, were ofip.n found tilling 
the soil with their own hanlls. Farmers filled the ranks of her'invin­
cible legions, and to tbis fact it is probai,ly owing, that'wherever Rome 
carried conquest, in'stead of burning and devastating ~the vanquished 
countries, she caused th:m to smile with the peaceful fruits ofth~ hUQ­
bandman. The Roman Eagle was almost the sure omen of victory, 
but upon his wings was ~orne the promis,e of.human 'advancemen't ,~nd 
prosperity. Good roads were made; property pr.otected; the pro­
ducts of.the soil increased; towns and cities built; and,the conquer· 
ed provinces were made to lee~ with ~ beauty and luxtirian~e Qcai'C~ 
ly second to that of Italy herself: ",Ev~n at the p~esentday there if, 
no country that exhibit~ such a diversity of culture ~s Italy, and none, 
except it be China or Flanders,' that exceeds' it in fertility. Weak, 
distracted- and despis~d as'Italy ,now is,sh,e _ preaerv..es ill 'the' ~haracter 
of her agriculture, a faint rar of the, glory of that splendid empire, of 
which she was once the centre.. - ' \ -

In Carthage, the, illus'triou/l'nval ofR~me, the,cultivation of the soi 
wu ODe of the chi~f_.~bject. of !lt~e~tioD. ,~cu~ture ~aa tbe p~ 

.. 
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'cipal source of 11.er revenues; and her great generals th~ught it not 
beneath their dignity to make themselves master of all its.rulell, both 
by s~udy and by practice. Such was the esteem in' which ~gricolture 
was held by the ancients. For nearly four·.thousand· years it was the 
fountain of life and power to 'the most renowned and civilized nations 
of olden times.· 
.. Throtigh the dark ages agriculture languished., The labors of the 

husbandman were swept away with the torrent of blood and carnage 
that followea in the train of. the Goth and Vandal, and died amid the 

. d~solatioD of provinces, the groans 'of slaughtered millions, and the 
shock of falling empi,res. There was no incentive for the farmer to 

lIowand'plant, for he felt no'ce~taintythat the harvest would not be 
gath~red by some new invader. . With the revivalof letters and the 
bursting forth of that pure flame of civil and ,religious 'liberty which 
shone with such glory in the R-eformation"Agriculture, inconimon with 
thEl other arts, awakened from her long slumber, and again took up 
her march of joy and gladnes~ to !he' depressed and starving, nationll • 

. ; From th1s time, the al't of improving the soil advanced :~lowly but sure-, 
.~ Iy I yet ,it can hardly be said to have regained the. height it occupied in 

the days of the 'Romans until the middle of the .eightee·nth century. . 
, At. the present .day it has attained to a high degree of improvement, 

andjs constantly growing in dIgnity and importance. The numerous 
.societies whicbhave been formed for. its' promotion in Europe and 
Americ~ have.given it. an impiilse which seems to promise a progress 
and development in' the science hardly conceivable •. In Germany, 
Fr'ance; and other parts of Continental Europe, schools have been es­
tablished for its promotion, and it is receiving the attention of chem­
ists and other men. or' science; but in no country has it reached that 
distinction 'which it possesses in England. British Agriculture, is un-

. 'do~~te~ly more scientific 'and instructive, than any other in the world. 
'Ids the great interest" of that Kingdo~. and one which is watched over 
with a vigilance ihat never ~Ieeps. So great is 'it, that until very re­
cently it hae bee~ able to shut the door llgainst the ~dmission of for­
eign 'bread stuffs, .and by means of its corn laws to create a complete 
monopoly Of British grains, even at the expensll of dear bread to the 
great body of tbepeopl&. . The agri~ltliral interests or-Great Britain 
are in the hand: of her nobility, the' principal. landed proprietors ofth'e 
KiDgd~m, and·. the emine.Dce ~hicb' it has attained, ill owing in no small 
"clegree to their; exertions in ,the 'formO:tio~ of. Boards and Societies: fdr 
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its·ad-vanceDlent.P.erhaps no 'part of the United Kingdomha!J felt ~he 
influence of these societies to a greater degree, and exhibited so ra­
pid an improvement in agriculture during ·the last ~alfcentury as Scot ... 
land. N ~turally one of the most sterile and inhospit~ble of countries 
in solI and climate, it haa become, under the hands of; her. industrious 
and educated farmers, ··one of (be m~st fertile and generous. The, 
chal)ge which'has been wroqght in the face De 'that cou~try within.the 
last fifty years, is said to,be almost miraculous. ' Whole distric.ts; once 
more desolate than the m~untains of Hawaii, have been made to blos­
som as tbe rose. The change in' England, according to M~caulay, is 

. hardly less wonderfuL' Great -Britain is:estimated to produce annual­
ly between 350 and ·~OO millions' of bushels of grain,. and her agricul­
. ture is not only of vital inte,rest. to the twenty-seven millions of inhabi. 
tants, whom it feeds. but a matter of no small mom~nt to the, whole 
civilized 'Yor1d .. Daniel' Webster, that distinguished American states­
man and farmer,remarke.a more' than ten· years ago, that, cc should 
there be afrost in England fifteen days I"terthan usual,-should th'ere 
be an unreasonable drought dl' .ten cold or wet days. instea~ of ten 
w~rm or dry OMS. ,when the har:vest should be r!laped,~every, ex­
cbange in Europe and America felt the consequence 0(. it ... • 'Ole 
truth of that rema~k has been .fearfuliy d~mo'~strated by the potato rot 
of Ireland. The decay of a single vegetable has been the stal'Vation 
of thousands,and has agitate~ toits remotest extremetws th~' coin­
merce and business, of the four·ql.llr.!'ters of the globe. A shori crop in 
'England produces .almostas great ~ sensation in the United States as 
in England itself i for the 'facuum produced, must be s~IlP1ied mainly 
by tho surplus products of America.· It is well known that ~ithin ·tbe 
last'few years. owing to the failure of crops·in Great Britai~, the_ United 
States has transported an imtnerise amount of .agricultural produc~ to 
her shores, feeding the litarvi~g ~ithher bounty, and realizing ~no1'-

, I 
mous profits from her sales. ' , . . .' : ': 

In the United. States the agrlcultllral interest hRS always been in'. the 
ascendancy j and her farm houses. have ever been the nil1'8eries or her 
best and most distinguished citizens, from the days of the immortal 
farmer of Mount Vernon.-down .to ,thoge ~fthe honored husb~Ddmen of 
MarShfield and of-Ashlan'd--ofLindenwald and of North, Bend. Fille 
sixths of her 'entire population are ti!lid'tb' be ' eligage~J;jn' the labors of 
the field, and the·.prochicts bf ,bel' &oiUor'tl1e l~ real' have:b8eo'elti- .. 

. . 
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mated at upwards of 1000 millions of dollars. It is true that agricul_ 

ture has not attained to that perfection in the United States which it 

has reached in England, but this is owing not to any want of t'ffolt for 

its promotion, but rather, if I may so spt'ak, to the want of necessity. 

In the United States every man mOlY become tht' proprietol' of a large 

f'state, which he nef'd only half till to be indepE'ndent of want. In 

England it is far different. '1 here no soil must lie idle 01' be partially 

tilled; for upon his lillie field depends not only the fanner's subsist­

ence, but his ability to meet his rt'nt. American agriculture has the 

sweep of almost endless territory, and knows no limits but the demand 

for its products, The farmer of America may almost 58Y-

"No pent up Utica contracts OUI' powers, 

For the whole boundless Continent is ours." 

The importance 01 agrieulture and the necessity for its encourage­

ment as a means of national prospt'rity must be obvious to all. The 

culture of the soil lies at the bottom of all culture, mentar, moral and 

physical. In every country has it been coeval and inseparably con­

nected with civilization. The dawn of one is the birth of the other. 

Check one and the other languishes; divide them, and .both die. It 
is an axiom of history too plain to admit the question, that until the 

savage abandons his roaming, hunting, and fishing, and laying aside 

his vagrant habits, confines himself to some fixed abode and ,improves 

the soil, he can never become a civilized bping. Like every other 

wild animal, before man can be tamed, or civilized, if you please, you 

must confine him to some local habitation and gather around him the 

attachments of place and home. I repeat what I have already said, 

that it is agriculture that civilizes a nation-it is agriculture that feE'ds 

a nation-it is agriculture that cloth~s a nation, and it capnot be de­

nied, that that which civilizes, feeds, and clothes us, must be regard­

ed as the chief pillar in the temple of national prosperity. 

England, great as she is in her manufactures, and justly proud as 

she is of that commerce whose giant arms bind the globe in her em­

brace, would be weak indeed, if deprived of the productive power of 

her soil. Agriculture is the body of which manufactures and com­

merce are but the membe1'S. Both the latter may be lopped off without 

destructIOn to the former; but touch the heart of agriculture and it is 

death to all. As in England, so is it in the United States. She looks 
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to the surplus products of her soil to furnish materials for hel' Lowells 

and hel' Manchesters, and commodities to f~eight her ships for trade 

with foreign countries. So is it in pvel'y great country j and so, if we 

would prosper, must it be here, Until we pl'oduce mor'e than we con­

sume,-ulltil our surplus produce afford an export exceeding what we 

import, we can make no advance in wealth or prosperity, In all coun­

tries the products of the earth, and the animals it sustains form the 

main reliance of the state, Mines of gold and silvpr richer than those 

of California may fail, or the poor digger' starve while groaning undel' 

the weight of his hard earned treasure, but tlte .well cultivatcd field 

and abundant harvest are an exhaustless mine, and are slire to close 

the door against want, and fill the land with comfort and plenty. 

Again, agricultu re is the source of physical and moral health. It is 
the salt of the earth that gives a natIOn vigor and strength and pre­

.erves its moral from taint and corruption. It is true beyond dispute, 

that the culture of the soil is the most natul'al and healthy of all labors. 

It is to the farm we must look for vigorous bodies and stalwart arms; 

and in every country which has an agricultural class, that class forms 

the bone and muscle of the nation, on which she relies as the great 

bulwark of her strength That those who are steadily engaged in the 

labors of the field have sounder bodies and firmel' health-that they are 

1es8 liable to sickness, and less apt to die when sick, than others, is a 

truth which has been fully demonstrated in these Islands during the 

last two years. While the measles and whooping cough were ravag­

ing whole districts and carrying death to nearly every dwelling, the 

laborers on plantations passed almost unscathed'. On the plantation of 

Mr. Torhert, which employs upwards of f~rty hands, there was nc.t a 

lingle death, and on that of Mr. Rhodes, which employs an equal num­

ber, there was but one. To what is this marked difference owing? 

Undoubtedly much is due to the superior care reeeived by the sick on 

plantation~ j but is it not mainly ow ing to the superior health induced 

by Fteady labor in tilling the soil? 

I have said is is not only the source of physical but of moral ,health 

to a nation. So it is. In every cCluntry where man is not reduced to 

a slave, those engaged in rural labors are the most moral and religious. 

It is natural it should be so. The husbandman, removed from the gid­

dy pleasures and vices of the t-own, sows and plants, and looks up to 

God to bless the labor of his hands . "For all his peculiar blessings 
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he is invited to louk immediately to the bounty of Heaven. No secon­

dary cause stands between him and his Maker. To him are essential 

the regular sllccessions of the season, the timely fall of the rain, the 

genial warmth of the sun, the sure productiveness of the soil, and the 

certain operations of those laws of nature which must appear to him 

nothing less than the varied exertions of omnipresent energy . In the 
country we seem to stand in the midst of the great theater of God's 

power, and we feel an unusual proximity to our Creator." 

Farmer's, and by this term I do not mean the serfs of Russia-the 
vassals of an absent lord, or the hit'ed lahot'ers of a great planter, but 

those who own a portion of the soil and till it, are of all classes the 

most moral, contented and independent. They love order and peace, 

anel are not willing to jeopardize all the comforts and enjoyments that 
cluster around their rural homes, by promoting popular tumult. 

In my opinion agriculture is a matter which has bee ~ too much 

overlhoked in the Sandwieh Islands. That so little has been done to­
wards its promotion, is, at the first glance, a matter of astonishment to 

all. But when we stl"lke beneath the surface of things, and ex­

amine the tenure by which the people have held their lands, and the 

little protection they have had fOl' the products of those lands, our 

wonder vanishes. Until within the last year the Hawaiian held his 

land as a mere tenant at sufferance, subject to be dispossessed at any 

time it might suit the will or caprice of his chief or that of his oppres­

sive luna , Of what avail was it to the common people to raise more than 

enough to supply the immediate wants of their subsistence ? Would the 

surplus belong to them, or afford the means offuture independence? Far 

from it. It would go to add to the stores of their despotic lords who 

claimed an absolute right in all their property, and who periodically 

sent forth their hordes of lunas to seour the country and plunder the 

people without the shadow of right or mercy. Dilen did these ravagers 

-these Land Pirates, leave the poor makaaina with little else than 

his maro, his digger and his calabash! With such a tenure to their 

lands, and with such protection, or rather want of protection for their 

products, what could he expected of agriculture or the people? I 

thank God that these things are at an end, and that the poor kanab 
may now stand on the border of his little kalo patch, and holding his 

fee simple patent in his hand', bid defiance to the world! Yes, I 

thank God that he has moved the hearts of the King and Chiefs of 
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these islands to let the oppressed to fre e ! The granting of Royal 
patents in fee simpl e to the common people for their lands is the 

brightest jewel that adorns the crown of Kamehameha III., and 
will shine with increasing lustre long after his body sh~ll have 

mouldered to ils mother earth! I 

The agricultural prosperity of a country is greatly dependent upo n 
its landed tenures; and it has been justly remarked, that "give a man 

a. barren rock in fee simple, and he will soon make it a garden; giv,e 

him a garden wilh an insecure tille and he will soon convert it into !l 

desert." The social and po litical condition of a country also depends 
in no small measure upon its landed tenures. So true is thid, that 

when we seek to know the state of a nation, one of the mo~t im portant 

quest ions to be asked is, by what title do the people holel their lands? 
Let the peasant hold his land at the will of another , and he is a serf; 

give it to him in fee s imple, and he is a man I-an inde pendent , a bet­
ter, a more useful man. 

Pe rhaps there is no country in the· world that offers greater promise 
to the husbandman and gl'az ier, at the present time, than the Sand­
wich Islands. The lands are now thrown open to all classes , the na­
tive and foreigner, the subject and alien . W e have a cl imate unpar­
allt·led in its saluhrity, and affill'ding every variety from the perpetual 
anows of Mauna Kea to the burning plains of W ai kiki . 0 11 1' SOil 

though not deep, is warm, quick and fertile . W e have no great ex­
tent of arable land , hut I suppo!;e out of the four millions of acres, at 
which the area of the islands has been computed, in round numbel's, 
it would be a fair estimate to !'ay that one e ighth, or 500,000 acres, 
are fit for the plow, and 2,000,000 of acres will afford good pasturage. 
What a fund of wealth lies hid in fhe slumbering energ ies of those 
2,500,000 acres! Enough to feed five millions of inhabitants, and load 
a hundred first class ships annually with our sutplus produce. Besides 
a fine climate and good soil , we a ~e free from taxation on our land, 
and in Califilrnia and Oregon we have an unlimited mal·ket. A market 
too, which, owing to our proximity to those countries, will enable us to 
take advantage of every favorable turn it presents, and obtain larger 
prices for our great staples of sugar and coffee than traders from any 
part of the world. Let us be awake to these advantages. 

There is one agent, however, that we require, who holds the key to 
8uceess,-the great brawny-armed, huge-fisted giant called L ABOR . 

We must not only secure him, but direct, aid , .and economise his ef­
r. 

. ' 
. . 



T~ANSACTIONS OF THE 

forts; for though with his strong arm and heavy hand he is mighty to 

accompli~h, yet unguided hy the al'l of man he strikes like the blinded 
Cycl. p. of old, destroying wilh one blow what he eift'cllS wilh annthl'r, 

W ~ may not have sufficient labor, we ha\'e nnt, hut do we improve 

what WI:! have? Do we economise it as W6 ought , hy studying Ihe 
nature of our SOIl and plants, and thEl alllonnt of labm' necessary for 

tbem? ArE' we making such improvements as \\ e ought in OUI' modes 

and implement!'; of culture? Let U~ look back upnn the history "f our 

agl'iculture and see what advance we have made. What more do we 

know of sligar cane and coffee, t,heir growth and mallufacture, than 

we knew at tbft opt'ning of the fil'st sugar plantation at Knl o~ , or the 

first coffee plantation in Manoa? Douhtless we have made some ad­

vance, but fal' lesd than we ought. Depend upon it, until we bestow 

more study upon our soil , plants, nnd mndes of culture, and seek to 

economise labor more than we do, we shall never meet with success, 

It is an old adage that, " the man who causes two ellrs of cor n or 

two bladt's of grass to gl'OW, where only one grf'w before, is a public 

benefactor;" and ifevel' a field was open fill' acqu iring sUf;h a r l' pu­

tation , it is here in th e Sandwich Islands. If whllt I have sa id be 

tr'ul',-if agl'i"ulture does lie lit the hottom of all other interes'ts of this 
kingdom.-if it is the t!ource of life and wealth tn a nalion. and the 

only "ure foundation of it~ pl'osperity, Ihl'n it IS ollr dllty to spal'e no 

effi.rt fOl' its promotion. And nol only is Ihi,. gr'eat duty incllmbent on 

us ail individuals, hut upon the govf'l"IIment, as Ihe chil'f guardian of 

the nation's welfare, I know milch hos heen dune hy the la~t Ll'gis­

tUI'e towards encourafrin!t agriculture, by gr'onting the natives th eir 

land" in ft'e simple.-by throwing open our waste acrt's to Iht' skill , in­

dllstry, nnd capit al of fi.rei~ner", .and by the abolition of all duties on 

agricultural implt!mt!nts. gal'den seed~, nnd cattle inlr()du~ed to im­

prove IIUI' stock; hut milch ypt rpma ins IIndone, Government could, 

and I helipve \\ ill, nfford a n important aid : 

Fil'st-By makill!! good puhlic rOlld~ Hnd bl'idges, both of which nre 

80 eSl't'lItial to the agricultul'al pro~pel'ity of a country , By a judic­

ious s)"8tern "f internal imprOVE nWIlI, cultivation would be flxtend ed to 

thousarrcl" of acres now waste, and the pl'oductive territory of the 

killgdom bEl (:onslantly incrt>ased. 

Secondly-By impJ"O\' ing ollr harbors, and facilitating communication / 

between the island. by the introduction of small steamers , 
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Thirdly-By the importation of new seeds and plallts adapted to the 

climate of these i"land", and illlpr.wed a~l'i('ult'lral IIl1pklllents, 

Fourthly--By the unlllH,l, a ppropriatlOll "I' a SII';) II !'\lm to be di~tl'ihtlted 

in premium,; fOl,the impl'ovellHc'lIt or otll' l'attl p and CI'opS ; 1I11U alsl) !iH' 

the dlscovel'y of sOllie tTlt'a liS [ill' dl' s tro ) illg the cut worm and uther 

insects so fatal to lIlallY of our hest plants , 

Fifthly-By colit'cting and diff,jsing practical knowledge adapted to 

the Il!!ricultllre of these islands, 

It is contended hy some that the hest way of encolIl'aging agl'icul. 

ture is tl) let it alolle , But this let a/oTIc system I [i~al' , Ira,. been Pl'llc· 

liceu in tht'se island,; too lonl! , \;Ve have seen its evil effects, and the 

general condemnation it rece ives calls fi,r n sp~pdy challge , I am 

fully cl)nvinced, that the eneollragemellt of agriculture i ., the last ,'ay 

of hope left for the Hawaiian nation, Agriculture has Iwen leta/one , 

and the people 's rights so long withlwld, that now when the dar'lt cluud 

which has low~red upon them fOl' ages is lining, tlrer'A is hardly a na­

tion to save, Alas, and must ~his pl'ol'le possessed of so many kind 

and gene rOils traits perish from the face of the earth! Pel'ish too, 

nut hy famine, nor pestilence , nor the sword , but hy the rust fir indu­

I('nce-the cankel' of sloth, Must they die! Will we let them die, 

without making one struggle to save thpm from the grave to whir.h 

they are hastening! No, my fr'icnus , justice nlld hUlllallity [orhid ! 

Let us not fOl'get that the soil whose trea,:ul'es we lII"ulu ulllol'k, was 

once the IIndispulpd heritage of the plJOr Hawaiian, and let us re­

mf'mber too, that though the white man bore the glad tidings of sal· 

vatilJn to his wondcr'ing pal' , he planted in his ve ills the ;:eed" of dis-

1!8se frolll whid; the great reapel' Death has gathered full many a 

harvest. Though but a lone remIlant remains , let us strive to gird it 

with strength to wrestle with ils appl'oaching destiny-to 31'm it with 

the heclithy bod,v and vigorous fl 'arne, the only weapons that can stay 

the liand of the Destroyer. Then, if our efi'urts to send a quickening 

life pulse thl'ough the heart of t he wasting nation avail not, we can but 

commend it to Him in whose hand al'e the issues of life and death,­

to Him who " counteth the nations as the small dust of the balance, 

and who taketh up the Isles as a. very little thing." 
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MR . WYLLIE'S ADDRESS. 

Read befo"e the Royal Hawaiian .agricultw·al Society, on · the 12th 

oj .aug·ust, 1850. 

GENTLE1UEN :-1 hail the commencement of your labors as a Society 

for the promotion of Hawaiian Agriculture, as the beg inning of a new 
J 

and better Era, on these islands. Although, from education and 

habits, ill pl'epal'ed to be a useful member of your Society , yet I 

promise you to be a zealous one. 
You have very appl'oprintely, chosen the King to be the Pail'on of 

this Society. And I say, respectfully , it well becomes His M aje!lty , who 
has had ihe liberality and political sagacity to break through all the 
ancient usages, prejudices, and laws, that hore upon the possession, 

cultivation, and transfel' of land, and to establish laws opening the soil 

to the tenure of all, and fi)r the benefit of all, to be the Pat ron of su.cb 

a Society. In doing so, His Majesty has become the Benefactor of 
all, anti naturally becomes the Jeader of all those who are disposed to 

participate in the benefits of the policy that He has had the wisdom to 
adopt. In carrying it into effect, He has been beset with difficulties 

which can hardly be appreciated. His native subjects are not yet 
sufficiently enlightened to perceive, in His Majesty 's late ·measures, 
anything but an abandonment of native rights, and a. di:;position to con­

fer wealth and power on Foreigners. To you it will belong to unde­

ceive them, by practical lessons of useful industry, increasing the 

King's revenue, enrich ing the Chiefs and native Landlords, and af­

fording profitable employment to all the Kin:.r 's subjects who wish to 

work. The King expects this of you, and that your willing subjection 

to His jurisdiction, in the enjoyment of the rights ~hich He has ·con· 
ferred upon you, will be His Majesty's best justification for lending a 

deaf ear to all evil forebodings of a loss to His Sover~ignty, by your 

admission to a I'ight in the soil. I a m quite sure that you will not fail, 

in this point, of grateful duty; aDd I am no less certain that the his­

tory of coming ages will record the King's . enlightened policy in re­

gard to land, as the pride and glory of His Majesty's reign . 
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Agriculiure as an art, commenced with the existence of Man upon 
tbe Earth. Adam was placed in the Garden of Eden, to cuiti\'ate and 

take care of it, as the employment most congenial to the state of per­

fection in which he was created. The first lessons of the art, were 
tbus given by G od himself. And when Man fell from that state of per­

fection, in which he was created, it wall his doom, by the toils of agri­
culture, during his probationary state, to prepare himse lf for the re­

covery, in another and better world , of that perfection which he had 

lost. 
A land flowing with milk and honey and abounding in the precious 

fruits of the Earth, typified with the Hebrews, the fulfilment of God's 

promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the Redemption of the 

world. 
Agriculture, and the pasturage of cattle, thus Iilec-ame, and con­

tinued to be, the chief occupation of God's chosen peoplt', till by their 

'bard heartedness, disobedience and unbelief they were cast off, and 

,c~II~I'ed among Gentile N ntions. 
Agriculture was held in high estimation by the ancient Egyptians, 

and by the chief nations of Antiquity . It is the process by which na­

ture yields her products for the support of man and animals, for use­

ful arts and manufactures, and fOl' that commerce which unites the dif­

ferent nations of the earth, as members of the same family, and con­

teys to all, the knowledge of the one only true God, to whom belong 

the earth and the fulness thereof. 
Nor was agriculture unknown to the ancient Hawaiians. The early 

Navigators, Cook, Vancouver, altd others, have recorded their skill, 

and industry, in that important art, and their admirl.\tion of the inge­
Duity of the Hawaiians in conducting walel' by condui.ts to fertilize their 

fields, in constructing paths to divide them, and fences to enclose 

tbem. That those eady accounts were not exal!geraled is proved by 

the vestiges of f..ncient cultivation that may be traced in every valley , 

and on the slopes of every hill, where the soil was good, throughout 

the Islands. 

Even in the oldest times of which we have records, the Hawaiians 

.rai.ed enough for themselves, Rnd to spare for others. But they were 
Jlot, then, acc:ustomed to the conveniences and luxuries of civilized 

life. These conveniences and luxuries have now become necessities, 

iDCleasing f"om year to year. They cannot be supplied without the 
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Duity of the Hawaiians in conducting walel' by condui.ts to fertilize their 

fields, in constructing paths to divide them, and fences to enclose 

tbem. That those eady accounts were not exal!geraled is proved by 

the vestiges of f..ncient cultivation that may be traced in every valley , 

and on the slopes of every hill, where the soil was good, throughout 

the Islands. 

Even in the oldest times of which we have records, the Hawaiians 

.rai.ed enough for themselves, Rnd to spare for others. But they were 
Jlot, then, acc:ustomed to the conveniences and luxuries of civilized 

life. These conveniences and luxuries have now become necessities, 

iDCleasing f"om year to year. They cannot be supplied without the 
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aid of foreign merchants j and foreign merchants will not supply 

them, unless I hey get something in exchange, of sufficient value to re­

place the money which tlH' Y paid fill' s uch ner:essarie;;, and Inxuri es, 

and to leave theln sOllie compenl'atilln j; r th eil,trouhle, in buy ing 

them, in hringillg Ihem to your shol'es, a nd in se lling them to you, 

But they nre quite ,dlling fi .. , th e il' woolll'ns, their linen,.:, th eir silk~, 

theil' cottons, th"il' hal'dware, their fumitllre , &'c , &'c" to take your 

8u!!'ar, your coffee, your c()tton , your arrow 1'001, your looacco, your 

indigo, youl' potatoe~, YOlll'hides, youl'lallow, and many othel' articles 

fOl' which the soil of the Island,; is well adap: ed, and which yllu can 

easily produce, to the extent of your laool' , provided you offer it to 

them of ns good qua,lity , and as cheap :is they can obtain it elsewhere. 

No int('lIigellt Hawaiian, then , can fail to pel'ceive, that il is the in­

terest of his countrymen to obtaill as many of the good things of other 

nations as they can; nnd it lIIust be equflll,Y cleal' to him, that in or­

der to get them, it is his interest to be ahle to offe r , in exchange, as 

many of t!le good things of his own Is lands, as possihle, Now the 

vPl'y end and ohject of this Agricultural Society is to place him in this 

advantageous position. Its establishment , therefilre , is a national ad­

vantage, worthy of the Patronage of the King, and of' the hearty co­

operation of a\l the Chiefs, Landlords, Tenants anu Lahol'er~ through­

out the Islands. 

EI'en under the most t·nlil!htened Governments of'model'O days. ~uch 

societies have received public encouragf'nll'nt. In England, in 1793, 

a Board of .Rgricultw·e was cre8ted, chiefly tht'ough the eXf'I,tions of 

Sil' John Sinclair. At fir 'st it WIIS a mere private a~sociution IiJr the 

pt'omotion of agt'icuitul'lIl inprovements, hui h('ing assisted annually 

by 1\ Parliumenllll'Y gl'ant, it became a semi-official 1 nstit ution . One 

of its first proceedings, was to cl)mmence a survey of n\l the English 

Counties on a uniform plan, which brought out for the information of 

the class most interested in adopting them , improved pl'nctices, origin­

ating in individual entt'rprise and intelligence, nnd which were con­

fined to one pal·ticular district. Durillg the years of scarcity in Eng­

land. at the end or the last, and beginning of the present centul'Y, the 

Board of Agriculture to-ok upon itself to suggest, and as far as possible, 

provide remedies for the clem·th, by collecting information, ~nd making 

reports to the Government, 011 the state of the Crops. It was the fal­

lacy of past ages of ignorance and tyranny, that civil ~overnment. 
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were, and ought to be, all in all, nnd ought to reg-ulate every thing. 

It i>! thl'! wisdom I)f the present nge of' light nlld f'1·~t'dolll, that eivil 

Govel'om!'ot>! ollght to I"!'OJOVI'! ,haddt's, alld hurdI'll" "pOri indll,tl'Y, 

to leave it to exert it~elr 111 its own way, anrl not to disrt'gard, or re­

ject, the suggestioos or recollllflt'ndations of' those who, expert in theil' 

own callings, know incakulauly more about them, than any Govern­

ment possihly cnn. 

The Smithfi!'ld Club was or·iginnted ahout 55 years ago. It ad­

drf'~sed itsPif chiefly 10 the itnl'l'ov!'tnpnt of Breeds of Cattle_ 

The Bath and Wt'st of England Society has been in existence 75 
years, during which, it has n.>gular-ly published it transactions, where­

by it has contrihuted to many agricultlll'al illlpr·ovements. 

In 1838 another Society was commenr: ... d in Ellgland, under the 

name of'the Royal Agri(:nlt IInti Society of England, cor.st~ting of 406 

members. Next )"!'al the IIl1mbt'I' harl increa,wd to IIllt, and in 18!4 
to 6!127, of whom theil' were 95 lire Guvel'uol'S, payirlg £50 !'aeh on 

admis~ion :-442 life Memner:'; paying £10 on admission: and 6161 
annllal Member!', pnying £1 ear.h yearly. This Soe-iely is debarred 

by its 2:2ncl nye-Iaw, rrom di~elJssing any political qlJestion, at any of 

its meetings. It received a' Charter of Incol' ()()["alioll on the 23th 

Ma.rch 1810, in which chalter the objects of the as:;uciation IIl'e set 

forth as follnws : 

1. To emhodv such infilflnntion contained in Agricultlll'al p"hlica­

tions, and in other scientific worl,s, as has been \ pl'oved by practical 

experience, to he IISl'f1l1 to the cultivation oflhe soil. 

2. To correspond with agricultural, horticllitural, and other scien­

tific societies, both at homl' and abr"ad, and to select from such cor­

respondence all tnf'lIrmation which, according to the opinion of the 

Sociely, may be likely to lead to practical benefits, ill the cultivation 

of the land . 

3. To pay to any ocr.upier, or other person who will undertake at 

the request 01 the socit'ty (0 ascertain. by any expel'imtlnt, how far 

I"ch infut'mation leads to useful results in practice, a remuneration 

for any loss that he may incur by so doing. 

4. To encournge Men of Sci!'n':e to devote themselves to the im­

proYement of agricultural implements, the constl'UctioD of farm build­

ings, and cottages, the application of chemistry to the general pur-
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"p'qse,i!-o(..;gr.i~ultur,e", tl,te de~tt"ilct,on of insects injul'ious,to. vegetable' 
life:'tlnd:th'; e~adicliti~9,Qfwe~ds~ , , 

'd. to, promote·the~iscov!3j.y of new varietie~ of grain; and other 
vegetables,,\lsefol' t~: man;:'.or' for the food of domestic animals. 

6. To collect information with regnrdto, tbe management of'woods" 
plantations; 'alld. fe'nces, and on nny otlier .subject connected with rural 
improvement. ' 

7. To tak.e measures for the improvement of the education oftb~Be 
who depend upon ,the . cultivation of tbe soil for their support . 
. S. To take measures forthe improvement of the veterinary art, as 

appJied. to cattle, sheep and pigs .. 
9. At the meeti,Rgs. of the SoCiety' in the country; by 'the .distrib~~ 

tion of Prizes, and by other means to encourage the best mode: off~m 
, cultivation, ~nd the breed ~f Ii~e st9ck.' ' 

- 10. TO' promote, the'comfortand welfare rif laborers, a~d to encour: 
age tbe impl:oved management,oftbeir cott~ges and.gard~ns. 

For tbe p~rpose of holding its countrY,meetings, England and Wales 
aredivided;i.nto nine great, districts, and a pl1'-ce of.~eeting, in each, ' 
is fixed a year beforehand. At Derby, the sho'." ,of agricultural im­
plements consisted of 700 diife':,ent articles, valued ,at £7,400, or 35,-
520 dollars; Under such '-a, stimulus, it is needless to say that both 
husbandry,' and the implelJ,lents of husbandry, have vastly improved in 
the lwel"E' ye",rs oHhe society's existence.. , 

A reading room and library are attached to the society'S house, and 
the Journal of the Society which commence,d in April 1839, i,n less· 
than five years, had a circulation of 10,000. 

The grea~ succes~ of this Society:,hils giv.en rise to numerous county 
so~ieties, aod ~o a great many farmer's clubs throughout the ki~gdom, 
which 'bave dd'he much good. ' , , , 

In 'France there' 'are' schools of agriculture, assisted by the State. 
Young persons, the're, CBn be instructedin the art, or rather scienc~, 
both theoretically and p.ractically." At Grignon, one of the' Royai 
Palaces, the domain attached to it consisting of 1185 acres of Ilrable, 
pasture, ~ood 8nd marsh land;' has been dev.oted to the teaching of 
~griculture. The practical' 'part of the education is conducted on 
tbe following: system. The' pupils are instructed, in succeslion, in 
all the different )aboJ'll o( the fa~Rl;' Souie '.perform operatioDs of vet­
erinr" under :the direction of the Professor of that branch, o,tbers 

.- ,If 
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work in the . gardell~ .. woods, and pl~tati,ons, inspect rep~irS on' pre­
mises, make starch, cheea'e, butter, .&c., attend to,lhemanure, the.com­
pounding of drugs, the, keeping of the boo~s" &'c.The Professor who 
presidezi over th.e practical part of their education, explains the pro., 
per manner of executing the field.,operations, while th~ pupilo!' are at 
work. After two y~ars training in the theory and practice of rural 
economy, to every pupil, who passes his examination. before the·Pro­
fessors collectively, is granted a DIPLOMA, that he is'capable of fulfil­
ing the duties of what may be styled an" .I1gricultural Engineer." 
. Simultaneously with jnstruction in pr,?-ctical details, theoretical 
knowledge is imparted by the. professors, in courses of. lectul!ds, upon 

i ' . 
the followmg subjects : . 

~ . 
,1st. The ration~i principles of husbandry, and on the management 

of a fal'm. 
2d4I'he principles of rural enonomy applied. to the employmeri't of 

the capital and stock of a farm. 
3d .. The most approved method of keeping far":ling accounts. 
4th. The construction of farm-buildings, roads, and implement. 

used in husbandry. I 

5th. Vegetable physiology and Botany. 
6th. Horticulture. 
7th. F~rest Science. 
8th. The general principles of the veterinary art. 
9th. The law'rt\lating to propertr. 
10th. Geometry applied to t~e measuring and surveying of land. 
11th. Geometrical drawing of farming implements. 
l2th~ Physics, as applied to agriculture. 
13th. Chemistry ,as applied to the analysis of sbils, manures, &.c. 
14th. G~neral notions of Mineralogy and Geology. ., . .: . 
15th. Domeslicmedicine applied to the use of H,usbandmeri~l 
The pupils are of two grades, of which, one pays £48 a year, and 

the other .£36. The Professors are paid by the Gov('lrnme~t. 
The Austrian Government support agri~ultural .. institutioDs, at'Vi­

enna", Prague, and Pesth. 
The King of Bavaria has given up ,the Domain attached to the Roy­

al Palace of Schleissheim. to be' used as '" model farm. In 1840, 
there were 21 pupils who paid annually .£15 each, andU'who paid 
ab'out £6. The latter were mere field faborers. ' .. 

6 
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T.he KinS'of Wirtemberg, has appropriated: ail old Patllce,.'at Ho­
hemteim, two leagues from Stuttgard, for Ian Ifgricultural CoHege. 
The rand attached to the Palace is about 1100 acres. ',Lectures are 
delivered by 1~ Profe~9'brs on Mathe~atics and Physics; Chemistry 
and Botany, Technology, Tillage, 'and other operations of rural econo­
my, Forestry and the veterinary art. AttaC?hed to the Institution is Ii 
small botanical Garden; a Museum of Zoological. Botanical and Min­
eral objects, skeletons of Domestic Animals; collections of'seeds and 
woods, and a library of works on rural ~conomy. There is also con 
'nected with the establishment, a manufactory of beet' root sugar, a 
brewerY'; 'a distillery of whiskey from potatoes, and a nursery of silk 
worms. The superior clas" of pupils pay for their board 1!W florins, 
and for their instruction ~OO florins a year, making in all £37, or about 

, $177~ 
, The late King of Prussia founded a most important Institution for 
the improvement ilf agriculture, at Mogelin,' in Brandenburg, about 
(0 miles from Berlin. It con~ists of a college an~ a model farm of 
1200 acres. It is under Professors who teach theoretically and prac­
tically, nearly tho same branches as at Hohenheim; but each pupil 

has to pay £85 a year, or about $385. Besides, there are in Prussia 
a model farm and Academy of Agriculture, in nearly every ,Province. 

My own native land Scotland, ha& long been famed for the excel­
lence of its husbandry. T.hat excellence is the more creditable, to 
Scotland, that it does not d~pend ~jtherupOi1 the superiority of soil or 
of climate. It is owing to the societies which from ,a remote period 
have existed there and conducted the mind of the Scotch farmer t~ im­
provements not thought of, eve~ in Engll>lnd, till long afterwards~ 
The nobility .ndgentry of Scotland were patrons of agricultural im­
provem~Dts; witqip their own estates, for a period far back. But the 
first regular society was established. in 1723, under the name of " The 
Society of Improvers in the Knowledge of Agriculture." The Society 
continued to pu.blish its transactions till 1755, when, it ceased to exist. 
and was succeeded by a ~ew society, known un~er the name'of the 
Highland and Agricultural Society or Scotland. ,This Society pub­
li.hes quarterly a journal of its transactionlt, which has a high repu-
tation and enj~ys an extenslv,,circulation. , 

The Scotli8h .!lgri.cuUural:·Chemi8try .!1uociation was established in 
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1843, an~ 'is an a<\mirllbl~, instit~tio~. h,can be,extended to any di~ 
• . ',~ ~\ .. " "'. "" " f". 

trict wheretJ,te1:e arja ,8uffi'cieo.t subsct:ibcrs to command the services of 
a compete~tc'h~mist. "Land~d pr~prie~ors who subscribe twenty shil~ 
liogs, (abou~ fou~ a~,llllts' and fhrty cents) yearly, and tenants who 
subscibe t",n shil!ings,yearly, are entitled to have perfo~med analyses 
of soils, manures, &'c., according to a IiIc!1le fixed QPon. Advice with­
out analysis is given by l~ttel", for a cbat:ge of two shillings and £Iix. pence. ' 
'1'bus, in every county in S,cotl~~d" the farmer can be instructed in the 
exact description I\Ild ,quantity of ,:ma~ure, which he ough~ to apply to 
any field that he is about-to,culti~tte;so' as to eQrich it with 'That the 
soil most w.a~ts. In the University of Edinburg there is a Pl'Ofe.fJs9r­
-ship of A,griculture, where all theoretical Jmowledg~, ;i~ ,tlilught. ,There 
is a Lectureship, on the same branch, in the U oiversity ~r Aberdee.n, 
and it has long been customary to perfect young men, in the practi­
cal details offarming, by sending them to ex.ercise it, for a few years. 
among the IDcomparable farmers of the Lothi,ns . 
• t • '.. 

, In Ire.land, a Rogal .I1gricultural If!~prouement Society was e'Stablis~-
lished tn 1840. Since its establishment, numerous local sopieties have 
been established throughout the counties, in connection with the pa~ 
rent'societies. It has an Agricultural Museum in Dublin, for the r.e­
ception of implements of husbandry, seeds, g\asses, &.c.' 

It contemplates the estabiishment. of an Agrjcultural College/and 
h •. \already spr~ad throughout, Ireiand ,much u'seful ioformation,by 
the diffusion of cbeap publications.' But the good ,effects of ~he So­
ciety are greatly counterllctad by predial outrage, sectari~ flartizan- , 
ship, political agitation, ao.d ~fects ,in the teDure ofland. , 

With, ,our now, near neighbors of the United States. the land laws 
are admirable, but except in the vicinity of great cities, where land i, 
of great value, a very labo~ious and ~cientific agriculture il Dot to be 
expected. The necessity of 'a precarious 4:limate, a 'poor soil, and 
little choi,ce of lapd, bas made the Sc.otclj farmer the best in Europe; 
but the same oecess,ity does ~ot operate upon the American. What 
operatel ';'ith him is how to cOU,ntel'vail the 'hiab price oflabor, and in 
his contrivances to attain this objeot, he s~rpasses the husbandman of 
all Q'hef nations. AOClthe~ influence tbl!-t operates 'upon him, in an 
~straordinary ~gree, ,i. to tJ:avel Oyer the world westward. ThUll we 
have the late, proprieton.'o~:f.arms on 'the 1'ioh soils or Ohio, Indiana" 
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IlIinois, and Missouri, with axe in hand clearing out new farms on the 
far inferior soil of Oregon; and so irresistible does this occidental pro­
pensity appear to be, that soon aftel' the establish~ent of a trans-Pa­
cific line of steamers, we may expect to hear that Jonathan, axe in 
hand, is at Jeddo or Pekin. He has, therefore, no time to stop to 
experiment upon, and manure his lam!; and why.should he, where by 
shifting a little westward, he can so easily change an exhausted soil, 
for one of v,irgin richness? Still, of all men in the world, the Ameri­
cans are the men to break up a :new soil, and overturn the forest; 
and I should not be sorry to see some thousands of them here, if they 
would only bring t,heir axes and leave their rifles. But th~r arrival, 
here, is not to be expected, for their course like that of Phrebus him 
self, is straight westward, and the Hawaiian Islands lie te the south 

of-their track. 

Sorry indeed would I be to do our enterprising neighbors injustice. 
If I have done so in l'egard to their agricultul'al societies, and the in­

creased fertility that they have given to the soil, of which they have 
so much, I stand in the presence of my friend the United States Consul, 
Mr. Allen, lately one of tbe law. makers of that mighty confederation, 
and who, I am sure, will correct my errors with that ready courtesy 

which ever distinguishes him. There are many other citizens of the 
United States, now present, who can spe,ak ofthe state of the agricul­

ture, in their respective states, much more correctly than I can, though 
there are few states in which I have not eaten, and heartily too, of 
their "wheat cakes and chicken fixings, corn bread and common doings," 

which I cO.nsider proofs rather Ilubstantial, that they know how to make 
mother earth yield bel' treasures, of which discovery' the famishing 
IrisR have been made participators, without having gone 80 far to make 

it, as 1 did. 

I have thus digressed, in order to show from what has been done 
by agriculturlil societies, elsewhere, what may be expected to be done 

by them, here, where a virgin soil invitcs them to experime.nt ; where 
the most intelligent men in the community rank 'in thc Provisional 

Committee, whose members are now present, and where the King him­

self patronizes their association. I must confess I.anticipate an in­
calculable degree ,of good , from the Society, which I hope I may con-

r sider now formed; and I' have no doubt that the just judgment of pos-
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terity will award to the members, the honors of eminent benefactors 
of the Hawaiian nation. 

We al'e now in a position duly to. appreciate the great benefits con­
ferred on the nation by the introduction of seeds, plants and animals, 
by those who have gone before us. 

In running through the pages of Capt. Cook, we find the following 
'productiofis, only, of the Islands seventy two years ago, viz: 

Taro oflarge size and fine quality. 
Sweet potatoes. from 12 to 14 po. each. 
Plantains, five or six varieties. 
Bread fruit; scarce. 
Yams; scarce. 
A sweet root like a yam in fOI'm; probably the root of the ti plant. 
Sugar cane oflarge size and good quality. . 
Cocoa nuts. 
Ava root. 
Gourds. 

Fo\yls; scarce. 

Hogs; abundant. 
Dogs; used as' food. 

Geese. 
Large White Pigeons. 

Fourteen years afterward, or fifty eight 'years ago, when Vancou­
ver visited the Islands, we find that the following were the only new 
productions, viz: Goats, 

Water Melons., } 
Musk MeWns. 

Since those nays the productions of the Islands have become won­

derfully multiplied, and their wealth has increased in proportion. I 
have taken some pains to learn to whom the Islands ate indebted for ,. 
this great and beneficial change. They are as follows: 

1. The discoverer, Capt. Cook, who on Sunday, the first ofFebru­
ary I7iS, left on the Island of Niihau, one ram goat and 2 ewes, a 
boar and sow of English breed, and the seeds of melons, pumpkins, 

and onions. 
2. Captain Colnet, who left a ewe and a ram on Kauai, before the 

arrival of Vancouver', 
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3. Captain Vancouver, who, on Sunday the fourth of March, 1792, 
left to Tianna on Hawaii, some vine and orange plants, some almonds 
and garden seeds, and to Keaumoku (the father of Kaahumanu) a goat 
and kid, some fine orange plants and garden seeds. 011 the 13th of 
March, 1792, he left to the young Prince Kaumualii, of Kauai, a male 
and female goat and two geese; on the 25th F~bruary, 1793" he left 
to K~aumoku, beful'e m~ntioned, one ram, two ewes and one ewe 
lamb; on the 19th February, 1793, he landed a bull and cow from 

California, for Kamehameha la' he canoe of Krimamahoo, off the 
coast of Hawaii; on the 22d 0 ebruary, 1793, he landed five cows, 
two ewes a'nd a ram, in the bay of Kealakeakua, for Kamehameha I ; 
on Tl!esday, the 5th of March, 1i93, he landed in the same place, 
for the King, a variety or culinary utensils, implements of husbandry, 
smiths' aud carpenter's tools; on the 17th of March, 1793, he present­
ed a large assortment of useful tools, implements and household uten­
sils, and some goats to the king of Maui; on the 28th of March, 1793, 
he presented a complete set of armorer's tools to En'emo, the ruling 
chief of Kauai j on 'the 15th of JanuM-y, 1794, .he landed a bull, two 
cows, two bull calves, five rams, and five ewe sheep, from California, 
in Kealakeakua Bay, for Kamehamehn,I. 

4. Don Francisco de Paula Marin, who came to the islands at a 
very early period, (it is believed in the Princesa Real, in 1791) and 
who appears to have served the King in many capacities. His jou­
nal, kept in Spanish, and consisting of several volumes, is in my pos­
session. The volumes are milch dilapi~ated, and as the first entry is 
dated 14th N ovembel', 1809, there is reason to believe that several 
volumes have been lost. I have hastily extracted the following par­

ticulars from his journal: 
On the 11th January, 1813, Marin says he had planted at sundry 

times, some pine apples and an orange tree, beans, cabbages, pota­
toes, peaches, chirimoyas, horse radish, melons, t'obacco, carrots, as­
paragus, maize, fig trees, lemons, lettuce, nnd that he had been en-' 
gaged in making kuitui,oil, cocoa nut oil, candles, tiles, hay, cigars, 
and had' acted in the ~everl\l capacities of butcher, cook, mason, ship 
carpenter and physician: ' 

On the 27th of June, .1813, he was engaged in making nails: 
On the 24th of February and 1st of March, Isi5, he was engaged 

F in planting vines for the King: 
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On the 6th of July 1815, it is recorded that he made 38 gallons of 
wine: 

On the 13th July, IS]5, that he made five flasks of brandy: 
On the 7th of December, IS15, that he made a barrel of beer: 
On the 30th of December, IS]7, there is a record that he planted 

coffee, cotton, made lime, plante~ cloves, salted pork, made pickles, 
planted tomatoes, turnips, pepper and chiJis, sow'd wheat and barley, 
made castor oil, soap, molasses, syrup of lemon juice, planted saffron, 
cherries, and made shirts:. 

On the 25th of February, IS19, he was engaged in making sugar: 
On the 15th of April, 1819, that he was sent for to cure the King, 

with whom he remained till the 8th of May, when he says, the king 
died, aged 60 years and 6 months: 

On the ISth of May, 1819, that he was repail'ing muskets: • 
On the 27th of August, 1819, that he was selling vegetables for the 

King to the French sloop of war "Pescllbierta:" 

On the 14th of Septemher, that he was making extensive purchases 
from vessels, for the King: 

On the 22d of September, 1819, he says: "This day they brought 
me the first orange, though I planted the seeds eight years ago :" 

On the 4th of November, 1819, that he was engaged bartering san­

dal wood for rum: 
.On the 8th of December, ISHI, that he received the commission of 

Captain, which commission is still exta~t : 
On the 14th of March, 1820, he recot:ds, "this day arrived the brig 

of middling size, called the Thaddeus, Capt. Blanchard, bringing mi3-

-ion aries for these Islands. 
From this brief account of the labors of Don Francisco de Paula 

; , r arin, from 1809 to 1820, few of you will doubt t~at much of the pre­

nt wealth of the Islands, is owing to seeds, roots, and plnnts intro­
ced by that one man. In my own opinion, it may be fairly ques-

,med if there existed on these islands, or exists at present, nny man, 
to whom the Hawaiian people are generally so much indebted. His 
surviving children, therefore, are well entitled to the favorable con­
sideration of the ~i~'s Government. 

It is true that Marin was more frequently engnged in distilling 
brandy, rum and beer, than I have thought it worth while to record. 
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But, nevertheless, he seems to have been, upon the whole, a tempe_ 

rate man, for, from 1809 to the 14th of March, 1820, he only records 

that he was drunk on three occasions , on one of which they had to 

carry him home. if he had been oftener drunk, I have no doubt he 

would have mentioned it, for his journal is singularly minute in regard 

to his private habits, and those of the King and the ladies of his family. 

It is due to his memory to mention, that amongst his papers were found 

some ancient tr'anslations into native of the Lord's prayer, and other 

prayers used by the Catholics, from which it is to be inferred that he 

had made some effort to abolish the nati ve idolatry. 

As the intercourse of the natives from 1778 to 1827 was confined al­

most wholly to English and Americans, a knowledge of their Janguage 

had become indispensable to the multiform agencies in which the King 

employed him; consequently he, had applied himself to the study of 

their language with so much success as to become a kind of notary and 

interpreter for the King, 

It, may not be out of place, here to remark that on the 30th of Oc­

tober, and 26th of November', 1814, and 011 the 6th of January, 18J5, 

he records three successive and peremptory orders, as sent down froni 

Hawaii, by Kameha.meha I., touching the residence of foreig ners, 

and their rights, which clearly show how much Kamehameha III. has 

exceeded his father in the liberality of his policy towards foreigners. 

In fourteen years that intervened between the visits of Capl. Cook 

and Vancouver, the Islands had been visited by Captains Brown, 

Meares, Metcalf, Portlock, Kendrick, and others engaged in the fur 

trade, but I have been able to find no record of any introductions of 

seeds, plants, or animals by them, and in like manner from the time I)f 
Vancouver up to the arrival of the missionarie~ , they had continued to 

he visited by vessels engaged in the same trade, and in the sandal 

wood trade, and it is fair to presume that several, from their own be­

nevolence, or at the request of resident foreigners, had made larg~ ad­

ditions to the seeds and plllbts and animals knnwn at the time on the 

Islands. To do justice to those parties; I know no one so well quali­

fied as my friend MI', Reynolds, now present, who in his person unites 

the Consular Agen~y of France, the Consulship of Bremen, and the 

Oonsulship of Hamburg.* 

~i. believed that the Islands are indebted to Copt . J oh n Meeh, and to ~Ir, Wm. Frellch, for 

~und ry valuable import ation . 
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AJthongh M arin's joul'nlll is continued from the 14th of March, 1820, 
to the ht of August, 1826, I have ahstained frolll any mention of his 

l.tor8 in promotion of ngriculturE', heyond the for'lI\er date, bl'callse 

aner that date a new Rnrl mnre sylematic: Ill,!ency cflmnll'llced on the 

bland", I mean that of the Ameriean Missionaries, the first of wlwrn 

then arr'ived, under instructions from tIlt! phi!;, nllll'opic BOUl'd, which 

they and thpir' sut:eessors have carl'ied int,o etreet, ill so many places' 

and with such beneficial results' in the intr'odllction of seed", plants, 

HOts, implements and utensils, as cannot be done justice to in a pass­

ing notice, 
Suilice it to add that Marin died in October, 1837, in the 63d year 

of his a~e, and that he devoted alI his spare time lip to Ihe day of his 

death, to the cultivalion of his gard"n, and to the olhel' useful 1V01,k. 

in which he hnd taken an aetil'e part for HlallY p'llr!>. 

If every member of the ~ociety only intilllate hifl zeal, wilh the nd­

ditional advantage of the enliglllt'ued )lolie'y, nllw adnpll'd hy His pr'e- , 

.ent Majesty, I am quite certain that with its in~tallati"l1 will indeed 

" awn a new and a better eTa, on these charming Islunds, 

llEMINISCENCES OF HAWAIIAN AGRICULTURE, 

By STEPHEN REYNOLDS, ESQ, 

Agriculture claims tbe attention of the world, To n gr'pnter or 1~!t8 

.... ree every nation cultivates the ground. The fil'sl diseovcl'er of 

these Islands found agl'icultul e was attend, d 10, and I:onsidered of tLe 

IMmost importance by the natives:· although nnt extensil' e, Their 

eotramerce was tr'iRing, consisting of occ:tHional visits fl'om and to the 

dilf'~rent islands of the group, Thp lcalo was the gr'eat object or their 

ICriculture, yet the sweet · potatoE", melon, hanana ancl other vege­

tables and fruits were not npglected; but by whom and when introduc" 

tel, 10 far as I have been able to ascertain, is unknown. 
\ 

There can be but very little doubt, that the discoverer and ear'ly ua:-
vitl&ol'll left seeds and plants, but not being cared for by the natives, 

• .., little attention wall' paid te their c\lllivation-and therefore looll 
7 
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became extinct. It is impossible at this Jat~ period to find who brought 
the first seeds and plants to Hawaii . In 1792 Vancouver gave orange 

plants, a packet of garden seeds, &'c., to Kahaumoku, a chief on Ha­

waji, the father of Kaahumallu. 

Coffee plants were intl'oduced by Lord Byron in the ," Blonde" in 

1825. If the plant had been introducer! here before, it had become 

extinct. These plants were taken on board at Rio Janeiro. 

In an agricultura.1and commercial view, cane and coffee are most im­
portant-fol' food, the kalo. Experience has proved thus far that the 

80il and climate are favorable te the coffee tl'ee, to the growing of cane 

and manufacture of sugar, 

The first enterprise to any extent to start a plantation on these 

IsJand~, was undertaken by Mr, John Wilkinson, who ' came from 

England under tlie patranage of Gov. Boki, when Lord Byron iFl the 

"Blonde" brought Gov. Bol<i and his party back to the Islands, and 

the remains of the King and Queen who died in London. 

Mr. Wilkmson had make I partial arrangeme nt~ with Gov. Boki 

while in England, to be completed here . Manoa valley ",as selected 

as an eligible situation, and a suitab le soil for a coffee and su;rar 

plantation. The documents were made ~ut and operations began. 
Mr. Wilkinson, unfortunately, had but small funds which were soon 

expended. He began on a large scale-laid out a large garden in a 

most fanciful and tastnful manner. He commenced operations in July 

or Angust 1825. Every kind of farmillg utensIls was wanted-not to 

be had,-to carryon so great an undertal<ing. Carts, ploughs, boes, 

-all were very scarce . . Expedients had to be resorted to. The 

land was mostly prepared by natives with the 00 or digger, a long and 

'CoatIy proce!!s, for II speedy operation. Labpr at 25 cents per day 

soan exhausted the planter's funds. He .was sickly, and died Ma;ch 

1827. He hau more than one hundred acres of cane growing when 

he died. Gov. Boki was desirous to save it. Mr. Wm. French, J.ohn 

C. Jones, Esq., John Ebbets and myself took an interest in the plan. 

lation. After the first cutting, the plantation dilapidated and wasted 

away for want of protection. The coffee trees were left to grow with­

out care or attention. Small parcels were picked by the natives, a 

pound or two at a time. Whether the same trees are still growing I 

do not know. Alexander "Adams planted some slips ill Kaliki valley, 

that produced excellent coffee. Also at Niu a valley beyond Dia· 
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~d Hill. Rev~ Joseph Goodrich introduced coffee plants nt Hilo, 

wltieh grew luxuriantly. There were two kinds, the large white and 

the dark berry-similar to that now cultivated at Hila. Some plants 

were introduced on the west side of Hawaii, which grew and produc­

ed largely, demonstrating most clearly that it was' well adapted to that 

part of the island. The plantations of Mr. Charles Titcomb, and Mr. 

Godfrey Rhodes, on the island of Kauai , give complete evidence that 

coffee of superior quality grows on that Islands yielding lar~ crops. 

CA1'TLr..-The fi~st catt le were landed by Capt. Vancouver, from 

Cal~fol'O ia. He landed first a bull and cow, they were too weak to 

to stand up ; he hired a canoe to take them on shore where they 

.could get grass. The bull died in a few days; the remaining cattle, 

bealthy but thin, were lande d at Kealakeakua. The loss of the bull 
was a misfortune which prevented any increase. He had bu.t one hope. 

Tiro of the young cows proved to be with calf, and if one should bring 

iGrth a male, the incI'ease might safely be effect ~d. :Fortunately his 

hopes were realiz.ed. At the request of Vancouver, Kamehameha' 

tabooed the killing of cattle for ttln years-except the males should 

ttecome too numerous. Then the King might kill for his own, the, 

Queen's and Chiefs' eating. 

Tft~ women were not allowed to eat {If the same animal as the, 

Kiug and chicf-they were to have a separate animal. Few cattle 

·.,ere killed until after 1830; they were killed mostly for their hides; 

they were greatly thinned off, and being so much harrassed, retreated 

falthel' up the mountains. 

Sheep were arso introduced by Vancou,ver at the same time. He 

(anded one ram, t,~·o ewes and one ewe lamb at Kauaelae, presented 

to Kahaumoku, partly in consequence of his care of the goat and her 

increase that had bee-n given to him the year before. Also one ram 

and two ewes were landed at Kealelieakua with the cows. The dogs 

killed the ewes a few days after they were landed, for which remorse­

les8 murder, the dog was promptly killed. 

'Go:ns,- Vancou~er left goats on his first visit, but does not say it 

Was their first introd uction. • 

HORsEs.-I have not been able to find the na~e of him who intro­

ducedthe first. It appears two were brought and presented to Kame­

hanleha; the natives say Mr. Manjne was in the vessel. Several were 

brought ' hc~ore ]823. From 1821 to 1838 many cargoes wel'e brought; 

.. 
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from California. The horses born an(1 reared on tJ!le Islands are ~u. 

pel'ior in all I'e!'pects to those impol'led rrem Cnlifol'rlia,-heller limbs, 

beltel' "piril;<, nnd tOllghcl' animal!'. Bllt !<Iight attl:ntion has been 

given to PI'OCllfe I!0od ~tuds, an ohject that claims the attention of all 

who are fond of i'pirited hOI'se:s, 

SWINE,-Tladition l'epO/ls that too hC'gs, hvo dogs and two fowls, 

were landed from a vessel, the officers wore uniti)rms, cocked hatl 

and !'word;;. 

POCLTRV.-Turkeys ha\'e been introduced within the last thirty 

years, or if introduced no pains were tal,en to induce care,or attention 

in rearing. Vessels (':'om China have frequently brought and land t:d 

geese, but they have IIllt been able to stock the Islarul~. 

SEEDs.-Ganlen seeds wel'e introduced bpfore Va,ncouvel' by t~ad­
in~ \'esse),:, In 1811, the vl'>'sel on boal'd 0(' which I was a forema~t 

hand, tonk, beel~, tnrnip", onio~s, &.C , Onions used to be raised of 

lurge size and good flavor at Kohnla, Hawaii, and al the Island at 

Niihau. Gl'cpn pl'lI!< have been rai>'ed in NUllilnu vlllley by Wm, 

Hinl'kley, at Kalihi, ' hy Alexanrler Adams, They ca~e up well, but 

in a day or two, the worm!'; 1'll1il'ely de~troyed them, 

SQUAlIHf.S, m!'I"n!', &'c , gl'ow tn gl'E'at perfeetion, althollgh not a great 

vnriety. Glape,. fI"IlI ' i~h ('x(,f'NJinl!ly well, lind would be of'l'xl.'el)'·nt 

{JavOl' if It·n on tIll" vine ulllil t1wy could pf'lfectly .'ipen. I dllre say 

you all know hy exprrience tlrat you find many, ,'ery maw H 3~'UT 

grapes. " 

FRUIT TREF.s.-Ol'angfl, lemon, lime, citron, shaddock, &'c, grow 

finE'I,Y' The orangI' is ~lf' twn sorts, I'our nnd slVeet. The best grows 

on Hawaii,-prohahly fl'l1l11 fhe stock introdilced hy Vancouver. On 

KnllRi, lit Hanlllei, thpre are some most excl'lIent sweet. The Guava 

grows profu~f'I.v on sHthe Il'land~. Apple trees grow very well, but 

do not bpnr lilly apples; no douht thp.y would produce good fruit on 

the Hawaiian mountains. Let some of the memhct·s of the Agricultu· 

ral Society try the expl'riment. Good apples would pay. Peach trees 

grow well. The fl'lIit is small, hut or f'ai .. flavor. 

I mph'ments fOI' rarming wpre not in use till about 1825·Q. 'The na· 

tives dug the land with nn instrument or oval form, about eight inches 

long beside the socket, or sometimes a broad chisel. This instrument 

i, ~lJlh:~ ~n OQ. Cartl were , introduced about the same time, Jel'sey 
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".gonll about 182G-7. Household utensils were but vel'y little !,sed 

till recently. Vancollvpr pref't'llted King Karnt'onrneha with a few nr­

tides of kitchen and table utensils, Capl. Benjamin \Yolth of the ship 

Calhari.II ·, of BIlstlln, in 13tH gave Kaahumanu sOllle white plates; he 

wal ever known hy the name of pa-lu'l)keo (white plate,) 

OxZ:'l.-'l hese nohle animals were used hy the missionaries, about 

18i15-6- Many excellent teams a;'e now in daily lise -in this city. 

Several plantations kept from ten to firfeen yoke of good wOl'king oxen. 

Good yokes and good teamsters are much wanted to compJete well 

&.rained and expel'ienced teams, 

IlfDIGO,-Seed was brought here first in the summer of ]829 by Dr. 

At P. Sevier. It was planted on land at Waikiki, helonging to Capt. 

WOI. Sumner, and grew to the entire satisfaction of MI', Sevier, He 

,Iso planted sOlile seed at Pead Rivel' whieh gr'e\\' luxuriantly. He 

maoulactul'ed some pal'eels fl'om the growth at Wail,iki, which he 

tbought excellent-showing that Indigo might be cultivated wi~11 

much success, 
POTAToEs.-The sweet potato has heen cultivated so long that its 

Qri,io cannot be traced here, at least so far as my inquil'ies have been 

Blade. The Irish potato was but lit.tle cultivated until since 1820. 
The large l:ed potato appears to have been intl'oduced hy Capt. Joseph 

Maughan. He gave some to Gal', Boki, who gave a part to Gov. 

Hoapili. of Maui, whel'e they flourished, and have been raised in grent 

__ "danee. They yield better on that Island than on either of the 

o&r.,r bland!. 

The Mulberry tree was introduced a few years since for the purpoll8 

of feeding the silk worm. The trees grew finely, but the silk worm. 

did not th.·ive. 

BENEFITS OF AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS. 

By HENRY M. WHITNEY, ESQ. 

Agriculture is the soul of a nation-the vital, living part. which 

gi,e.lire and VigOI' to every' branch of industry. A manufacturing or 

• aa-faring peop!e, may, as a nation, be wealthy; but if depriv.ed, 
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hy nature or otherwise of agricultural resources, sueh a nation mUsf 

be dependent upon other,s for the means of subsistence, and must b& 

exposed to the constant fluctuations of commerce, and to the disadvan_ 

tages which a dependence on foreign productions always creates. 

Wealthy in one respect, it is poor and dependent in artother. 

It does nol need a dense population or crowded cities, to constitute 

a wealthy people; but a people, which, aftel' producing enough to 8Up­

ply its home consumption , has still a surplus fOl' export, is wealthy just 

in pl'oportion to the amount of such export. 

The object of the present effort is a noble one,-it is no less thalt 

an effort to increase the spirit that creates such wealtl~,-to give im­

pulse to every measure tending to develop the sources of such wealtll, 

and to unite all who are endeavoring to promote the agricultul'al pros­

pel ity of these Islands. Time is gradually, but sensibly working great 

and important changes here. It is but a short time since the fo ~e igner, 

who landed on these islan s, found it impossible to ohtltin the land he 
desired, so close was the polic.v of the rulers, except as he might 

chance to become the recipient of royal favor; and every t·hing about 

him tended to impress on him that he was a stranger in a strange land. 
But now, the foreigner buys his land; and in that land and in its im­

provement he feels an interest, as well as in tt;e prospe6tY, of all the 

Islands. 

We look over the plains, hill-sides and valleys, and ask by whom 

a.re these plains and vallies to be cultivated, what al'e they best adapt­

ed to yield, and what are the prohable capacities of these Islands. 

These are questions that may not be hastily answered, for they need 

examination and study from us as individuals and as a society. 

Everyone must own that it is not the hand of native industry thal 

is to change these wastes into vineyards. That may continue still, as 

for ages past it has done, to till the luxllriant vales, where nature 

promises and grants her hundrp.d fold to the most indifferent laborers. 

But the principle ever acted on, and the only one that gove rns the na­

tive producer, is that the supply must not exceed the actual wants for 

consumption; and to this limit has always been confined the native 

agriculture, and, so far as can be judged, it will always be confined. 

If native industry is never to till these plains, and necessity demand! 

that they be tilled, they must be yielded to th~ foreignel'. It is hi~ in~ 

dustry that will change the face of the land, and turn "the barreD 
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. derness into a fruitful garden." If the dwelling and the mansIOn 

the haole*" are in future seen on every rising mound, it will not be 

hand of tyranny or invasiou that places them there, but industry 

ne. 

But !,lhat are these ' lands best adapted to yield? On this suhject 

e need the dissemination of light-we need facts-such facts as the 

perience of the far'mer alone affol·ds. The adventurcr from other ' 

untries arrives on our shore, seeking a spot,where he may enjoy the 

me and happiness he has so often pi ctured to his fancy .. , He selects 

nd purchases his land, ,he has the means of.liberally improving it, but 

e is ignorant 'w!1at will best remunerat e his labors. He sees that in 

ertRin localities the sugar cane flourishes, in other' pl aces he finds the 

fl'ee plant a favorite, and inothers st ill he finds that vegetables best 

pay the labor expended, He is told that perhaps this , per'haps that 

product will be found bcst by him. Ignorant of theexperience of those 

who have had to test the capacity of the soil fOl' certain products, or 

their modes of cultivation, or of the success or failures that have at­

tended their lauors, he commences his experiments, His labors per­

'Chance meet with SIlCC(' 8S ; perchance they prove 'a failure, dimishing 

Ilia capital, and disheartening him in the vCl'y outset of his entel'pl'ise. 

Here we may see the benefits which such an association as this 

must necessar-ily .produce, viz :-the collecting and dissiminating useful 

nowledge, the practical experience of those who have already met 

Ith fOl-tunes or misfortunes. " Knowledge is power." It is such 

power as the husbandman needs, to procure from the smallest t:apital 

. nd the least labor, the greatest results. Let the coffee planters of 

Hilo and Hanalei, the grain and sugar cane pianters of Maui an'd 

Koloa, the potato growe)'~ of' Kula, and the numerous farmers seatter­

-tid over the Islands, publish the modes of cultivation they have found 

most sucessful, and also those they have found entirely useless, an"d the 

cause of agriculture would be prospered,and with it the nation's pros­

perity must be promoted. 

Another intel'esting question is, what are the probable resources of 

these islands? Their' area has been variously estimated at from 6000 
~ 1000 square miles, but, until accurate surveys are made,it will be 

impossible to state the exact extent of our territory . 

• Haole, foreigner. 
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I will a~sume, however, as the basis of this e"timate, thnt the 

pl'l'fi('ial al'pa is inDO squnre mill's, 01' 4,48J,030 sq"al'e acres, 
\ 

grealel' parI of Ihis 11l'ea, we all know ,. collsists of mOllnlanous IrR 

wh"lIy unfit fill' cultivalion, hilt a large IJOl'linn of it is valuahle 

wand lanll. Of the whole surface, prohably one tenlh, 01' 4..\8, 
al'rp~. will IlH found till>!,hle ald fit fi,l' agl'icultural pllrposes, 

Nflw, what is this !cHId capahle of prodlleing? If we eslimate t 

one half of it, viz, 2Zt,OOO ael'efl, yields annual crops to ils culti 

tors, while tpe other half remains fallow or uncultivated, and talw t 

produce of the sugar can,e as an average of the entire crops of t 

kingdom, we may perhaps appl'oximate the truth, in obtaining a res 

which may one day be found COt'I ed, One ton of slIgal' is con,siuer 

an avel'age yield per acre, hilt skillful planters are fiJund who oIlla' 

two tons pel' acre, The value of sugar We will place at 6 cts, pPr 

as a fnir remunerating price, though at present it is much higher, T 

yield pel' acre would then be $120, and the vallie of the annual p 

duce of the soil of these islands would be aboul $27,()OO,OOO, Of th' 

annu£\,1 prodllct one fOllrl h would be needed for horne consurnpti 

It'3,vi'ng $20,250,000 as the valu'e of th~ annual exports from agricu 

ture alon~, Of the remaining 4,03Z,OOO acres, probably 1,000, 
acres are suitab.le for pasturage and grazing, and would sustain 

least 1,000-,000 head of cattle, one fourth of which might be IInnuali 

withdrawn, and considered ns the annual produce of the pasture lan~ 

These valued at $10 per head, wo'lIld produce (11;2,500,000 of uhi 

one fourth should be deducted for horne consumption, leaving $1,!:l75, 

000, as the amollnt of the annual produce for export fI'om the pasture 

lands in the shape of hides, tallow, salt beef, &.c . . But bel!ides this. 

the productions of Ihe dairy, butter and cheese, ·wottld be very COflo 

sider!lble, and would find ready and constant mal'kels, The dairJ 

might be made to yield rur export at least $1,000,000. 

We have then, the following summary of what these islands are ca. 

pt..ble of producing annually, for export·, beyond a supply for horne 

consumption, 

From theprodnce oflhe soil, 

From hides, tallow and beef, 

From butter and cheese, 

$20,250,000 

I,8i5,000 

1,000,000 

$23,125,000 
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But the produce 'qfthese' Islands, is,not to be!estim'ated whony from 
the few staples whic:h are now cultivated, 'Their' climate and 1I11i! are 
peculiar, prl'senting a variety whioh is seldom met \vith, and I' trust we 
may see the day when we shall find the ;f.·uits ~fthe tempe'rute zone 
growing on ollr uplands in l'iC'hest abundance, while in the lowlnndi 
are cllltivnted the produciions of eve.'y tropical land. ' 
- Th~I'e ~re some of our fruits which might ,be made sources of profit" 

and which need impl'ovement, and care. The tamal'ind grows willi" 
luxuriance in moist soils, and produces very abundant Cf(~p9. But. 
much ~arc is needed in its cultivation, especially hl.prun~ng. The 
vine ought to receive more attention, The yi~ld of the grape here is 
cel'tainly nstoni~hing, 'Clusters ~re fl'equentl, found on well pruned 
vines, measul'ing from fifteeri to eighteen inches in ,length, wiih fruit 
ne'l~rly all inch in dinmetcr. ' May not .the day urrive when these 
islnncls shull be as fumed for their rai~ins and their.wines as Madeira ?, 
Nothing grows with more luxuriance 01' with I~ss care, thun the fig. 
Yet ~othing has received so little cllltivntion asnn, art icle' of com­
mel'ce, as the fig. ' And,what is there to prevent Hawaii from becom­
ing as celebrated for the figaa Smyrna. ' 

Thus we !Ice, ge~th!~len, ihat the field for improv~ment in agi'icul­
ture is n wide one, bu," in the vel'y oulset we meetwilh drawb~cks that 
must make the progress of 'lgriculture slow 'and pel'haps tedious. 'You 
all' know Ibat OM! or the greatest of' t hel'e is the' q urslion 'of I~bor; 
which is no\V beC(\IJIB a question of ·vi'tnl imporlance to the Hnwaiian 
producer,' nnd to this noble' causa of agriculture. Is the' n8ti~'e popu'~' 
lation of ,these islnnds capnble of fu,rnishing the labor ~eeded, for the 
produclio~ of an nnrunl export of$23,OOO,OOO ? On thi~ subject, opin .. 
ion is divided. Some who haye nlready t&sted Ihe nntin' lalJllrer, ns­
sert thnt it will never do to depend on him, nnd have'found it nlmost 
impossihle to'(ihtnii, thE{rerf~rman'ce ohhn n~ed(>d Inbor. i I wilfn'ot 
a:ttempt'lo discuss this importllni subject, leaving it to those whose ex_ 
perirnce has been brought to beni,' bn the th~ question. But' before I 
shall coincide in the nllsertiolt that native Inblll'cnnnot be dependpd.' 
on l I shall \~'ish to lIee' the induceme'nis to' make ,thai labelr 'useful 
thni·oughly leSled. We all kQ()w thnt the nntul'o of the chal'aeter of 
the Hnwaiian is pliable. It. is easily diverle~" and,' with'ljl"iIJer in';" 

ducements, it il easily directed, " HUI :every menns beent~sU!(t to: in­
d~ce the culti~atiod 'of the .pirit that makA a,contented'hom~d b iil. 

" . . 
.~' ' 

. ' 

.. 
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WllDter,or farmer interllsted in making the home or' the native laborel 
s~ch' as would tend iocultivate a contented spirit ? I do n~t know how 
the measure, would operate, lIut I respectfully suggest it to tbose:plan-

. !, • 

ters,who ha\'e the means at' hand, whether the erection of suitable 
"heap hO~l5es on their plantations, the provid,ing these house with what 
would ,render them attractive to the laborer, with a constant endeavor 
to.promote the welfare of the laborer, would not t~nd'in some degree, 

, ,~'rendet such labor more useful. A constant eye to the welfare of 
the "abo~r is vitally essential to the welfare of the husbandman, and. 
that man who i, keenest in observing and studying the nature and 
wants of his liborers, and in forestalling their wants, will always find 
his interests most promoted. 

Gentlemen, if a benign Providence ha'sb~stowed ~ rich reward on 
your labors, during the past. year, that blessing has been given f~r 
wise and good purposes. It is 'given, not to lie idle, but for the de­
veiopJ;8ent of the resources of these islands, and for the benefit of this 
people. It'may be that for years to come the same Providence may be­
stow t~e same reward to labor. Let us study ways and means Mt only 
to benefit this interesting people, with whom weare blocoming identi­
fied, but to bring into action the full resources of tbis.favored group. 
Let eacn member of tbis association endeavop to enlarge' his expe'­
rience for his' own aod others' benefit, a~d to disseminate whatever 
knowledge may be useful or instructi've to othArs; and the.day may 
come' when these Islands shall become a storehous(I for th'e merchan-

I . 

dise, and a treasury for the riches, of both sbores of the Pacific. ' ' 

THE VALUE OF SCIENCE, APPLIED TO AGRICULTURE. . . . . 
By WM. H. PEASE.' 

"" I offer a few remarks to the Society, not prl'fluming thpy will afford 
any novel or original~ideas. They are offered, rather; a~ my mite of 
contribution towards the advancement of .a CRtlSe', in which an're~i-' 
dents. ,of, these Islands are, deeply interested, and to which each one 
'h~ it ·in hil!, power to contribute to a greater or a- les~ extent. !~be 
fi~ld UI wide and open .to t'he~a~or of aU classes;' t~e erl~Our8gement 

. . ' 
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sufficient to th~ development of our agricultu~ resources~o their 
f~llest extent. -1 need scarcely refer to the sudden revolutioD' that has 
taken place in 'he state of affairs on the coast, as afF~ting these 
Island!>. Th~ march of Empire ·westward, to" which gentlemen have 
referred, appears to have arrived at that heretofore indefinite locality, 
and, in .company with civilization, has well nigh ·completed the circuit' 
of the glolle, and reached the goal' from which it set out. .;, , 

'We have now, for neigh~ors, on the one hand, our Celestial friends, 
whose science and art date far back of our humble calculations, while 
on' the other, the universal Yankee has made his appearance, 'with his 
new fangled notions, tu~ning the world upside down, not knowing yet 
what he will do with it. In his search for the almigb.ty dollar, every . 
nook and· corner of our ~.ide ocean will be ransacked, and if possible 

. made available. Were we to calculate the rapidity and eltten~ of the 
changes about to take place around us, from the 'agents and means 
now in the hands of those wh!) are effecting the settlement ot the 
W~stern Coast of the United States, as compared with thOse in pos~ . 
~ession of their ancestors' 'Yhen th~y landed upon its eastern shore.s~. 
and the· progress they have made since, the most moderate predictions 
would ap~8ar wild and visionary. 

I would merely instance one of those agents in, comparing the' May'. 
Flower and her little band, to the fleet of magnificent steamers now 
carrying thousands of their descendents to the El Dorado. Froin this 
agent, e,team, may' ~e . expected tbe ·most important results', as affect­
ing our Islandsa' by the opening ,of communication between the Pacific . . 
an~ the Atl~ntie, and' the completing the last link in the great chain 'of ~; 
steam navigation which will then encircle the wo~ld. Here, on the 
islands we find every reason for -encouragement. The four great 
staples of .... opical g~owth, sugar, coUon, coffee and tobacco, can,b~ 
produced, 1he crops bemg liable to less castialti~8·tban those in any' 
other part of the world. As regards fruits 'lind spices, there is but lit-
tle doubt, that we can accommodate all the tropical varieties with tbfJ 
iemperature, moisture,soil, &'c., sui~ed·to them. Altbo.ugh the tntl'l)-' 
duction of some varieties may be attended at first with 8ome. difficult .... 
ties, and perhaps. failures, still by perseverance it may be a,c(jOmpli~ 
ed. The conditions. of their. growth in the. ~ouDtries 'Whtnce they:an; 
introdu~~d,8bould, of course, be knowq and coml»li.d:~1,1 as far' all 
'. . 



. T·ltAN5ACTIONS :O.F, THE 
. . 

p!l~!li\\le;., The~nquiry. might-with propriety be madet what varieties 
w.U.nQ,l succeed) ·tather t~an ,what· will. To those who have resid~d 
ilt ,tropjca)·America, the nE'gleet of their cultUl'e must be mOllt sUI'pl'is­

i~g. It may be attl'ibuteu in part til t!le exclusivE' use of knlo, 01'1 vt'ge­

tabte fuod by the nativl's. Also the Il:'ngth of time necl:'ssary to rnn­

. tpre many vnrietie!l, has been an ohjection on the part of the whites. 

But their great· imllortance in an econcmicnl point of view cannot be 

~~nied. Stock. by their means, could be furnishf'd at a price, wh'ich 
W<¥1ld !lecurethe supply to the whnlillg as'well as the .merchant fil'et, 
hereafter to beexpecled. The introduction of new varieties, together 
u:i,th the impt'ovement of such as we have, is, in my humhle oliin-

. ion, the gl'eatest benefit we cap expect from the opeTlltilJll1ii of 

eu~ha.society ;us:has been for.med, offt'cting, .os it would, the interests 

of the ~.r.eutest. numh~r of natjves as well as ·whites. It can he accom- . 

plis~e~.A.I~omOre rt:adily and suc!-,cs"fully than by pl'ivate indivilillais. 

A.: lar.ge~~IE~jjW~; and more full and ~cclll'8te' inlormatiun respect.ing 
. th~i:r . .;fl·i~h and cul.ture can be uhtained f'1·(I!ll.'correl'pondf'nct' with 

~j.n9.p~d "vcie~ie8, :nndpersuns intf'I'csted, pOl'liculal'ly ill Ihe gro\\lh of • 
. ~uch .. I1S arc .~anting here. .In this work the laboro of each individuni 

member can be enlisted, by furnishing inrormation to t~ose pfficers of 

the soci~ty who have thl!. matter ill charge. 
". r',. .; •. , ..•• • . 

. ,' But; .our. Par~dil!e. is, .not. whoUy exempt from the. cune" lYe . are 

t~ug~t ,.all lands lie u.nder. . Tho' mony' rich. advantages within our 
reac;h" are:~~pn~cted with difficulties and discouro'gements, aod more' 

will. arise as cnltivation extends.· To.avoid ond overcqme tht'm expe-

• rieni:~ lind s'kill Jnllilt he made use of. To apply anu direct their use, 

is 'on~ phject- of u;n~,g"iculturol society.. The amount of uncullivated 

land .. ,slljted to :the gl'owth of sugor and coffee with~ut expense, lieyond 

thllt ()f .simple. cnltivatinn is very limited. By what menne to render • 

otb~r ,large. tracts \V'hich 'are now given up to pnstllroge ftvailohle, in 

th~ .most,economicul and cffeclual manner, by preparation of the soil, 
irrigation, prolectinn of the (lrops from the wind, &c, iz1 of the highest 

jmJl.n.J.!ta~ce to. our .Innd Jlroprit'to~s, enhancing as it woulu, the value' 
OOll.ndz1.of~J1 grades.· The soil u.nder cultivation at the present time •. 

w.!U, ,,,,'so before mil'V. yeurs,. require . to' be . renovated. : How' 
w:4IIl;th;s to:;b~~.ccOl'PpJillb8d? To n~Qertain the deficiencies"of the 

.qj1mwba~;p .. ~,~1le Mlp'plie~ should be the firs' step takeo .... ·:·,,! 
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,Very' few analy-ses woald be requir,ed by' re'ason 'of .the commoirol'i­

tfin" and cons.equent similarity of the' soils thronghout the J ki~gdom. 
, On those porti~ns 'whpre the basaltic or volcanic rocks are tll,ol'o'ughly 

decflmlloscd, 'the soil appears ti be' highly argillaceous, 'and contain­

ing iI'em, in the shape·ot' slime of its salts, ,to ",gl',pal'er or less' extent, 

with lillie or no vegetable matter. In drys.ituat,ions, the I:1l1rface be­

comes hard ~nd'haked, and t~e evaporat!oilof water is almost insllln-· 
taneous; ,Tr.ees: and' shl'ubs cnn,:begrown' by il'rigating until they 

, reach a depth which will render them inde\'lend~bt o'fthe surface fOl' a 
supply of water; . .' 

The 'bp~t prepa~atiun for Sligar cane' on ,snch lands,' or, I might add, 

on n1l, jg the applicntion ~f1ime or.'whicll the sea beaehsands' is mostly 
'composed,'bl'ing mad~ upof'com~inuteci shells and c·orals'. It ,viiI' en~ 
rich the soil beyolld'the effect of its great ferlilizllIg qual,itics, ~y. ri~l('­
trnlizing'thii i'ff'eCt cif tho ir:on; andl'endel'ing ihe snil i~()~~,open. Tb~ 
salt' 'vhich"\vould be in(I'uduced aIling wi~ i~ is cons,id~i:e'a "9( g~eilt 
value inthestsugn.rgl;o~irig .eiiulli'n'e~, 'wh~;'eif ean ~e"~e~dily'~~~ 

, t(ail\~d and applied, sugar cane 1leihg- one of ~he l~~ plaiiiswhi'l:'H'berie­

fit by its application,' When the'soil is' not thoroiighly de~ompos~~; 
turning it up and aUowirlg it to remliinexposed 'to' the netioh ,?f the~'at~ 
mosphere would ha:itkn it~' decbmpositiori, and in ashoft tiinii:afra:;·a 

S.Uppolt to some h~rdy' variety of gross, such I/os manearea. ,j 

"~rhe moSt s~ri~lIsdifficulty to ~~er~o~e. how~ver, is the wanlotl~~ 
bor; Thegl'eat:' demand, and consequent high price ~f sup.piies.: in 
-connectin~"with the inc.·cused amount 'of land put under cultivatio~, 

. ,has no doubt I;ad the effeet to bring ab~ut the pl'esent scal·cily. 'B~t 
ther~ are other causcs to which in p{lrt it most be ·attributed. which 

Booner or later woul9 have produced the snme.result. The laboring' 

clas~es' of all warm regions, are for various reaSO~8; averse to labo~, 
beyond a supply of their most simple wants, consequently nO,tl'opical . . , , 

product has ever, been grown succellsf~ll!y to any extcnt, by free: ,)a':' 

bor. Emoncipation has I'ui,ned, in an agricultural point, the English 

andetren('h colonies. I migh't I\dd alim ,the Sp{l,ni~h Am~I'ican, fo.r the 

p~onage or Mexico secul'~s to the planter ull'th.~ advantages of slave 
. .., '." . ,"" ., .,' 

labor,.without anto~, its ~isadvants!;es. InCentra~. 4merica; which 
ha; been spoken ~f al a !ival to t~ole Islands in the production dflu­

gar and coftee, tbe- price of labor averages abollt_,reala per. day, 
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and liule or' no s'ecUI'ity to the employer. On theotber hand the value 
of. e"f,o.~ts oC sugar. alone,frQm Cuba, the 'present yell,J', will exceed 
'thirty,millions of d:lllars. and, the crop of the United Siates w.iII, it is , 
cal~ulat~d,reach twelve milliuns, aid he doubled the com:ng year', 
more than 150 mills being in coUrse of erectioll,' ' 

.. , The non Incr.e~se .. and consequent rapid rlecreose of.. our native 
population, is another caus~ affecting ,labor. which id a,very"Serious 
one in .connection with the 'gl'eat in~I'ease in demand .. which will con­
tioua filr ,some years to come. The origin of this difficultr would mOl'e 
properly be treated hy ollr medical members. Is it li~ely to b~ Ilr­
rested? Suppose it were. :rhe number might be sufficient to meet 
the ~emand, But here the diffi,cult)" arises, to which I have !:efened. 
How iii it to be made available? There-may be individual casell,in 
wh~c~ the planter, having be,en lo'ng resident an~, confiDing himself 
closely to)"" superintf?Ddence of his own estate, may rub ~loDg.-not, 
howevef~ '~it!t;?ut. consid)era~la wear and tear of temper and"~atience, 
'which all ~r8ons unfortunately do not possess to a sufficient degree. 
~he 'mya of natives in p088ession of the' kalo ,Patch and *kula are more 
illdependent, "than thei~ wealthy neighbors, , They provide themselves 
and families with all the luxuries of a Hawaiian life, tpoi and fish. 
Though 'be 'bas D(~' viBibl~ means of support, ~ Hawaiian has alwflYIl 
one tangible. 'The Fourierite system of a community of goods and in-, , 
te",sts is carried out more fully on many parts of our Islands, thaI) the 
disciples of tliat sect would probably submit themselves. What law, 
then, or system, could you adopt to compel him to work witilQut abridg­
ing his fr~edom. Crea~e w'ants if you please: they w~uldbe 'supplied 
by 'a much le~s e~penditure of·labor than would be re,quired of !;im on 

,a plantation. But a necessIty hils arisen that our plains be cultivated, 
(or which th~ I'Jkill and cilpital or the white man are necessary. ,Shoul~ 
the native refuse to 'p'ut them ill use to render them available by his 
l~bor. other hands must. and will do it, , \ 

If the Hawaiian will not be innoculated with that spirit of progress' 
w.hicb appears to be the. law of action with the Anglo Saxqn ~ce, 
with whom they now come in contact and competition, they must disap­
pear. ,Their race will not ,be the first, nor probably' the last to share 
tbe same fate •. Not all the' effort,s of our mission friends, nor ihe ex-

~. . ' " , ,-~. ' 

*JI:lIla,Upllllll:" 'tA III( orpute made by kcoodln,llIe bt,kod klllo.rool wllh WMe,. 



ertiou .. I might almost .say; sacrifices, of'our 'planters" will avail .. :No 
greater induc,eDleBts C'ao be 'offe~edto ,stimulate and Brouse the nativ'es, 
than afe now before them. Every consideration, moral, patriotic, pe­
cuniary, com~ine 10 urge them o~e step more forward, where they 

. migbtgain a sure foundation, a' permaneni position am~ng the civil~­
ed ~ations of the world, a m60llment to tbe triumph of modern chris-' 

, , ' 

tianity and civilizatiQn. The inefficiency of native labor is . another 
cause, affecting the price. Tee C~!!t of slave 'Iabor in ~be Uni.te~ 

States' averages about 37j cents per day, producing betweep five and 
six thousand pounds of sugar per hand, against native labor at 20 or 
~ ce~ts per day, producing from two to three thousand -4pounds. It 
maybe answered that the amount of sugar obtained f,.om the same 
weight and quality of cane in the United,States, is much greater by, 
reason of the use of more perfect machinery, and improved 'process in 
manufacturing. This is countet'balanced,in a tg I'e at ,measure, howev­
er,. on the part pf our pianters,by the privilege they enjoy I?( choice in 
the variety of cane grown. rhe Tahiti cane, as it is called, which I 
believe is the' richest, will not succeed. there. Instead of this, they 
are obliged to select the most hardt, and of the quickest gr~wth, their 
crop being allowed but nine months. The insufficienay of native lallQl' 
would be more apparent, should an improved systJm of agriculture be 
intro~uced in connection with proper imp~ements. Ye t with' aU the 
disadvantages attending native labor, its sure decrease, its high cost, 
its inefficiency. &'c, a remunerating price may be obtained so long , 
8s the pres,!)ot state of affairs exists oil the Califomia coast. aDd o~r 
planters may .rest c~nteDt. The favorable polilion of tbese Island •. 
will aillo enable tbem to cominand a price &hove. tbe average, of olhel' 
mBT~ets for manl years to come. Tb~ object to be,attained howe1er, 
is the production of the large3t crop with ,he Jeailt.·expenditure of time . 
and. labor. Tile introduction of foreign J~bor will DO doubt afford se­
curity to tbe planter. in so far as quality is concerned. Whetber it 
wil~ reduce the cost remai'ns to ~e pronn . T~e suren meaus of ef­
'Ceating tbia most desirable object is, in illy humble opinion) by adopt- . 
in« a more impro,e~ mode or culture, using sKiH. in con*tion with 
la~r. saving ,imple'menl., and callins· ill' the aid of Bciencel Th~y haye 
not, yet bee~ e~iled. into requisition to any e~tent by ~outb6ni agricul .. 
tulli8te. " Cheapne.s of labor haa been their~.in dependeD~. The 
p'anters of Lduisiapll, ~'ho, as, a body, ,are as intelligent, if not more, 

• 
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8O::thllnany :other in tbeworid, at'e ,but just waking up to tbe ifllPQrt .. 
ance 'of ,ElIJch, aids,:, . Were, proof 're~l'iil'ed as ·to the utility 0/, 1abor 

. salting, implements",I , .. flold refe~ to the Western' PaI'ts of, tl~ .United' 

Statp.s~ wbil!h have, become thegl'arial'Y of Europe, with. Lahor. at frolJ1. 

o.ne'to two d9l1ars1Jer -day; competing ~llccessrully with the serf labor' 

of the Danube alldRu~sia; ',There is,gt·eat-l'oornfol'. improve-m~nUn· 
our case, we having within olir reach many-advantages not po!;sessed 

byi;lBY other planters in the worl~, 1le salubl'ity oithe climate wm 
admitoftqe use of. wl.lite labor th()ll~hout the year. Another nd~;an­
tage-is in 'the choice of- labor, whereby nny mode of culture thought 
proper can be prac~ised, wliich 'iii del)i~'d to slave couutries, it being 
impo~sible' to connect-free with sla~e labor to any extE'ilt. The isolat­
ed position of C?ur group, too" will, also, when sufficient labor hus been: 
attained, hllve a tendency to rendel' it I'ermnnentand secure. 

'What Im)deof .cultlire it.is hest to pur;;ue, must, In some measure 
depend on the situatil)n of the planter. The substitution of horse or 

muletenms in place. of such as are now in use,' is highly d~sirablc, and 
will become 'necessary as more land is brought under cultivation. A 
good breed, of working horses shodld be 'Obtllifl(!d, which will require 
grain f'lod. G"ast! fed horses can no more be expecled to do t.heir 
work than a, man made up of' poi and fish can be expected to wOl'k 
alongside of a pi:lI'k fed Yankee. With proper foud, one tt'am wourd 

accomplish niore, I should calculate, even of heavy work,s~ch as 
breaking up,&e;', thnn two ox teams as no~ used, nod in a more satis­
factory manner, 1. the Southern States thelowest'tlver~ge forgro\v­
ina Iridian cOrn; is ~ bU't!hels for one:' man and horse, nt'the t'ate,'o(c 
30 ,bushels pel' acre,· : It rea~he8, howeve't~ as high ns' '1000 .. We will 
reduce the lowdt ,am'ount aDd call it 200." The Itmount necessary for 

a working horse)s 38: bU9he~s 'per year,calculatingthat fhr a part of 
the time; grass feed is; made' ·Use' of, The cost ,.thertlrol·to,: of the labor 
oli one'manand .horse, for thel ledgth of time necessary to grow' one 
orbp 'of cOTD, . yields. support (or a team of four horses one year, ' Other, 
grains may pOllsibly be grown here to better lid vantage. . Wilh good' 

. teams and proper impleriientll, ~e lIervices ,of the natives' in the 'culti- ' 
• vation of cane could be c1illperi~d with' undl he waswa'nted In the field' 

witbbi. hoe:.: Th~ IIkill·.of;the "hite, mal1'p~operJY'applied" cali iD out!, 
e1iliiate, more , luc;eellllfully ~mpet. with ~ude,lJ1ijDlltructed labor; thaD' 
in an,f other, tropical' country" . , .' ' 
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,These ,Islands possess' ndvantages which render"the gl'owih and pro­
duction of t,'opic~1 pl:oducts p(;ssiblll and pr(lfilllhle by' lI,eu!,!s of li'ee ' 

la,blH~, and Ihey consequent ly 11l!ld out illdllcl'ments 19' the agricultur­

isIs of Sill II II mt'uns of ·the United States and N us,thern, Europe,. which 

no othes' tropical countl'Y a'fl'or'ds, . '. 
By the nction of ·the societY''just Cus'med, the experience. of our 

planters will be com bined, nnd' the hest mode of', economising . .labor 

will be proved. I hRl'dly need:say a word in fnv.or of unity among ~he 

membE'rs of 0111' society 'IIS ins'Jring success in its opt'ratron, All 'who 

have at heart the true prosperity of th~ Islun~s mll"t hnil it;3'form­

atinn. as opening up a new ('1'1\ in their histol'y; and as all mllst ~benefit 

directly or indirectly from its operation, so aH shoul.d be ~willing to 

co~operate ana contrihute to its advancement. Sectional interests and 

je~l()usies should he lost siltht of, or thrnwn aside, for we.may ti'e sur. 

,thnt nny goo'u accomplished, benefitting one interest, must oper~te 

favo..ahly"on nil. ' The re!'nlt of your long exp!'I'ience, gaim'd by losses 

ancl hal·d h\()W!l, if contribnted, may flmhle your neip;hhors to increase 

tJleil' CI'OP!l, consequently enlal;ge the mal'ket, iITviting 100l'e competi­

tion fhlln II III'ond,and thus ella hIe the producer to olitain the fnll J1i~r­
kl't \'nlue COl' thi,; C:1'0I'51 nt all timl~s, ' The must ;ru\'ol'nble aU!lpic~s 
appear til attend the fill'mation. of our !'ociel,V, TIlt' result will depend 

on'lhe cordial co-opel'athn and uuion of lhe members, 

THE lIANUP:ACTURE OP SUGAR. 

By R. W. Wo'oJ),)!. D. 
, . ~ 

The lIil1its of thA ent'lier navigntors and .acco,mpRnying events which. 

led til the illtroduction into the Sandwich Islands 01 domestic nni- . 
, . 

mal",. and plantl1 .of fUI'eign origin, nnd also of sYFtematic modes oC 
agriculture, will be int .. resting, as well sa instructive mattes's of rel'.-
o!'d in the tl'nn"l8ctinntl of this us~()cintion, ' 
, We were nil no doubt aurpl'isl'dto find ourselves 80 muc~ interrlle.d 

and entertainlld hy Messrs. V\Tyllie'a 8"d R~ynold8'8 narration of in­

eident8 connec.ed .with 'hI!' introduction of animal. aud plant. Cr~ 
'. 9 .,..' , , 

. '. 

",' 



, $. ." 

" . 
. foreign countries, by the first European vis.itors and settlers ppordbe­

islands, the recordofwhicn,might hnve sElemed t"dvinl to their cCllem-· 

pOT aries, 'but \\'~ich, now that they haye become matters of history, 

are justly e!!timated. 
He who plants t free v.aluable for its wood or fruit, or introduces­

a.ny· new variety, either, of the anim~1 or vpgetnble. kingdom, may 

conter: a more valuable legacy upon p6'stprity tnan he who hoards his 

thousands, to be d{ssipated, perhaps, by improvident heirs. 
But for Vancouver, this society might this day have been occupying 

itself with the discllssion of the practicability of int,roducing and grow­

ing the orange, which has now become almost indiginous, and forms 

no inconsiderable item of e~port. And, did nnt the· Sandwich Islands 
present so~ wide a'field for emulation, we might almost envy the fame 

of Vancouver, and even that of the more humble Spaniard 'Marin, 

whose meritol'ious acts although involving no great' expense, or'per-. 

Bonill sacrifices, have deservedly identified their names with Sandwich 

Island histOi'Y. ·But, if much roay still be done in the way of intro­
ducing new and, usefvl varieties of plants adaptpd to the soil and cli­

pla~e of the islanlls, much more ,remllins to he done· by the discovery 

of improved methods of culture and rr.llnufacture of existing products~ 

The' attainment of this object would be fac,ilitated by instituting a sur­

vey of the different fields of individual enterprise, in order to deter­
mine whllt hns tepn aUempted and failed,-what has been accompJi;!h­

ed by single hand~d exertions, and espe'cially what lOlly be expect~iJ 
from nSRociated actilln., The)'e are within the experience c.f every 

·'practical man; facts npparently,'it may be, unimportant, bu~ which may 

have, nevel,theles!'!, if noted, an importantbearillg upon'the interests 

of socil'ty, botl~ immediately and 'remote,ly. The!;e remarks may sug- ' 

gest t.o t111)seenga~ed in t.he culture of the more important sta'ples of 

.' the ish\nds, the utility of journalizing their ·expel'ience, The value 

of such journals was sQggestpd to my own mind by the request that I 
, would prept~re to be laid before this meeting, u historical acco\Jn~ of 

the. introduction, nnd progressi~e ~ultllre and manufacture of ~ugar in 

thele islnnds. ' For want of'time and of the necessary data, I ho.v~ 
f~iled 10 to do. ~ 

.. I wilt, however, make a brief 'stlltement of'such facts bearing upo,:, 

thill subject,as happen til bo· wjthi~ my recollection" in relation, to ~ 
ROlle plantation, with the,hop. t~at these may serve 'a. bint. t~ other. . . . . .. 
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in collecting additi.mal statistics, in order that they may hereafter be 
embodied'in n suitable form, to be placed .in the archives of the so.ci­
ety. The prescl'vatic>D of statistical 'mattei' of thi~ kind, niay, casu-' 
ally viewed, appear unimportant. Yet, by rendering available to eat;h 
plante I', the experience Qf his predecessors as well as cotemporaries, 
much time is sa.ved which is othel"\vise lost in the repetition of fl'uitless 
experiments. Since the comr~encemenl of th~ plantation above refer­
rea to, there have been sevel:al superintendent,s. each of whom, ne­
glecting the expcl'ience of his pl'edecesso.rs, has persued a routine 
of unnecessary experiments, at no, inconsidel'able expense to the 
proprietors. 

It i,s known to most oC the older residents" t~at about the .year 1835, 
a mel'cantile house in ,Honolulu obtained, with no little difficulty, ,a 
grant of land, on the Island of Kauai, tor the purpose of establishing 
a sug~r plantation, Previous to this period some atiempts had been 
made to intr'oduce this b!'anch of industl'y, ,but'that which has been al­
ready alluded to' by MI', lleynolds, is the only one deserving of notice, 
and that not promising to be productive, was soon abandoned. That 
on K~lIni was the fh'st enterprise of any magnitude of this kind, on 
the Sandwich I;;lands, FQr a period of six years subsequent to its 
eommencernen't, its failure continued to he confidently predicted by'the 
mOl'e inteiligent portion of the foreign community, ':, 

• On this plantation the ground wa~ first'broken by a plough drawn by 
nati\'es, There were no wOI'king cattle' at that time upon the Island. 
Wild, or indigenous ~anes, abundant in the vicinity of Koloa, after 
three or fo.ur .months pe'rse~ering resiptance of the flkap" imposed'!lp~ , 
on them by 'the Chiefs of Kauai, were .collecte~, and a nurs~J!y co~-' 
me~ce~, ,From the fil'st crop ~r cnne obtained, the proprietors su~­
ceeded in 'producing molasses or syrup onl1' The foIIo'Ying seasRD 
they succeeded in produ<"iug ,sugar, hilt of inferior quality, and the 
Bugars produced from that estate previously to'the year IS.I,2, would, 
ROW be con!lidered scarcely mel'chant\lble. . , ' 

Prev'ious to the year 18.10, two ~il! sites were abandoned, and the 
entire works, including buildings, ma~hinel'Y and rurnaces .E'a~ri6~ed. 
A thi'l'd mill was erected in ISH, whict, with improved .w~r.ks, 
enabled the prop~ietors to increase considerably the products of t~eir . 

• 'apa, taboo-prDblblliOD of IIR, 

• 
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estate, with bowev~r but very liille, 'if nny, improvement in the quali~y 
,of the sugars manllfactured. ,~ , 

AbouHhi" time a French grntkman, M. Prhvost, who'hnd hod conl'lid­
erable expl'rience in Ihe mnnufactlll'e or sligar in the Isle of BOIII'bon, 
was enltllged UpOIl Ihe ('slate for Ihe pCI:itld or" one year. In conse­
qUE'nre of the imprOVi'lill'nt introducl'd hy him inllae ,tempering, clad­
fying, boiling and gl'linulaling of f'ugnrs, Iheir qualily ,,'as gl'elltly 
improved, and Iheir value inerl'as('d.· PIl'villus to the year 1843, in 
the abse nee of pllI'chasers) and foil' the want of nenrel' m,al'ket!!, I he pro­
prietors were unoer Ihe necessity of shipping, on Ih~'ir own !It'collnt, 
their sugars, 10 Valparaiso, Sydney, ulld Ihe Uniled ~nltt'l'I, lind tliey • 
8ustained by the!'e (lrel'u~iClns, a I~ss of SOllIe thil,ty thuu"olld dollul's. 
Since the ) eal' IB4.3, very I!ttlc, if nny, advance has bt'ell 11Inde ill 
the improved, qualily of slIgarll, nltho~gh Ihe' aggrpgate qlJalltity 
produced upon the Isl,ands, has heen yellrly incl'easing, Alth(l\l~h (he 
present mode ,of condllc.ting its Olnnufllctlll e is a gl'l'ut impro\'cmen t 
upon Ihe rude and unskillful altempls of tile pioneers ill this branch of 
industr)', yet, owing to Ihe \\ ant "f better cno!'lrul,tcd wOI'k5, alld of 

'more skill !!ond expel'ience in constl'llcting IIII'm, the business is sliII 

prosecuted under comparat,ivcly great dislld\,antages, And tllllil f.lr 
the Sandwich Itlllllld "Iantel's, have be CD 1"58 Inde~ted for th(·ir SIIC­

eess, to the efDcipncy of iheil' mill,. and builing house,., than they have 
bee~ to the excellent adari~tion'of Foil Ilnd dimalc to the cultu're of 
the cnne, to Ihfl pl'oximity ol\:ood markels.and (,specially to thci"pxemp­
tion from competition wilh mlll'e !'yslcmalic and skillful mallufal'tu~er'. 

, In proof of this o s1'el'l illn', I nel'd bllt Tc(!.'r \0 Ihe'slntenll"nt made hy 
Mr. Pal'sons,lhut it 'ho1\ been oscel'tnilll'd, by a nice calcuilition, that 
~n a plantution" on Maui, Ihe COllt of gr~willg was about'tw('lve 
.dolhirR, and that of'mnnufilclul'inl! tiny (]ullal's per tOil; whih,t 
:ili Demerara, the ,East and 'West Indies, the cust. of growing and 
. manufacturing is considered about equal. It ,is "'ue that in aome of 
tbeae c~lUntrics, especially Demel'ura, where the Idnd rt'qujr~a to be 
drained by carilll:t intel'l't'cting ench other in e\'ery dirccliun; nnd 
where. (lilly the I!pade Iln~ h~1\ cnn be uspd, the culture of cane is Ilt­

. tended with more expense, Ihon it is ill the lig~i mellow slIil of thr,e 
'Island!!. Still the cost of .man UfllCtUl'illg ought not much to exceed 
that of growing the cane. '. , The lampl,e. of sugar wbir,b have occasionally. been exhibit-
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oed in this market, leave no douht that the Sanawich Islands,' ore'ca­

,flilble ora.producing ra W slIgol'infel'iflr to none in t hEl wOI'ld.': That the 

finer 8,l1I"f,les,' however, al'e more thEl result of nccid~nt: thnn ofnny' 

valuah!e ;mpl'ov:ellJent' in tlie m'lllufnetui'e, may he inft'rrcd, ill 115 

Dluch as by' fOl' the largel' portion of I"land sugar snld in the Honolu­

lu market j" hut of milldling quulity, BUl,not only ~8 the quality 

much helow what it might he, but, owing to the want of b~lIer con­

i!ltructed wOl'1\8, and more cOl'I'eet information in I ('gal d til their ,pro­

per lIIanagement, 1II0"t of .the mill~ now in operation in th!' different 

18I1\11d>l, yield 'but, ahout one hall', and the bt'st hut two thil'd"" the 

, quantity which mill" of the SlIlIIe (lhwer, with hntlel'ies of tht' same 

cap"city, yield in oldei, I'lllgUI' gl'o\villg cOllntd!'!". ,I mal,!' this state­

ment on the lIuthol'ity or II gei,tie;Pnn \\'110 nppenl's to be well info,'med 

on the suhject. 

1t is'a matter which dp,prly eoncel'l,!s the I'lantprs tn institutenr. 

inquiry intn the dp.fects of the pl'psent syS~IO, lind to asr.el'ta:n what 

imprllvement can be mllde'\vithout IIny gl'l'lIt additional outlllY or cupi­

llll, which will inl:I'ellse the cfficienl'y or theil' wlldts and economise' 

and e'¥pedite the mnnufnctul'e of ~l1glll'. 

,I hllve given !'ome IIttention tli this mntter, but fill' wllnt "f a larger 

eltpel'it'nce 1 tlllV~ Iwen able tn al'l'i\'c at nn lIati,dact()ry conc\usiuhs. 

I will howevl'l' multe a fcwslIggeSlions \\ ith the hope,pl' l'licitillg in­

formation fl'olll those who have bud beller "Plllll'tllnitieil of obser\'iog 

thnn myself: • 

And in tho 'fil,!'t plael', the fiut's or the hutll·des. now in opl'l'ntion, 

do not appear to hav(' tltt, requisite It('il!ht whil'h is necessary in IJrder 

to SCCIII'C a dl'nft of ~ufficient htt'm:ity, SOllie of the tIues terlllillate 

w'ith the ridge of the bllilin~ hnIlSf!, slImo rise fifteen or tWI'flty feet 

above, this point, nnd the hil!he~t in till' Islands is nbout fifty feet 

from the base "I the furnnce, In the Wl'~l Indies the lI,oulll height of" 

tho pel'penilic!llnr flues lira from Reverity to one hlln~h'ed ft:et.­

The degree of h(lll! gl'nl'l'atcd in the fumnee, is illl!I'eul-led with the in­

tensity of the draft, and this depends IIpon the qeight of the flues, The 

hodzontal fiu(' nftcr passing under the Inst boiler, instead of It!rminn~ 
'ting. all ilJ-llMilRuy lho:-~nse' at this puint, should extend' nbout fifteen 

feet beyond it ,:c.on~trUCI<'d ill this monner, the combuslinn,in more 

perfect, and the pbject ~L~"ined o.fsccuring u. high degree of heat fa'om 

the lealt expenditure of fuel. These resultll have been obtained in 

part, by adding twelve feet to the ft~e of the boiling houlle at KoloL 
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No"proper grates have yet been imported into ·the country.; for fur­
naces;' Pig irun ballast and othel' refuse iron !las been used for t!tis 
purpose, About 60~O los of )'eruse iron at a cost of .shme three bun- . 
{)I'ed dollars, has been consumed in the furnace at Koloa in a single 

spason, Thel'e is no reasun why II !'t't of gl'ates of suitable size and 
f~rm should not laSt for yeal's, The position of the gl'ates in the fur­

nace"is 'not 'unimportant. Instead of being -placed at right an~Jes' 
with the long diametcl' of the fumace, thq should lie placed parallel 

with it, Placed across,the furnace, they require to be Sl) far asunder, 

to allow the cinders to escape, Ihat a large proportion of the fuel es­
capes also, into the ashpit in the form of chat'coal, and is lost. Par­
allel with the ~urRace, and hllif or th'r,ee quart~r~ of an Inch asunder, . 
they can be readily cleared of cinders by means of an iron spade, 

The most expeditious and effectual means to remedy all these de-

'f~cts, would be to secure the services of intelligent and expert masor:s 
from ahroad, who are actustomed to this kincl of wor~, 1'hel'e is no 
work within the province 01 a mason that rcquires mOl'e ·skill and 

judgment tlian the construction of furnacc~ and flues of boiling house!!, 
There is one other subject in which the Island planters are immedi­

ately and prosp~cti\'ely interested, ~nd that is the reputation of IslilOd 
sugars in foreign 'markets, 

Previous to 1843, lslaed sugars wcre not in high'repute, For·the 
Jast three or four years, they liavc had a bettel' r('putation, Most of 

tho;e exported the last year hnve had the advantage in the Calilil\'nia 
market of two orthl'ee cents in the pound over tbose of Manilla nnd 
Central Amel'ica,-the only two countries likely 1,0 comppte with the 

Islands. The only raw sugal's imported into Culifornin the last year 

in any considerallie quantities which wel'll preferrcd to Island sllga'rs, 
were those fl'om Pernambllco, and even these wel'e not con!!idered su­
perior to' th~ bett-er qualitics of Island sugars, These remarks, ItlJ\Y­
ever, do not apply to sUg:\f exported from the Sandwich Islands the 
present year, On acc!)unt of thc unusllally high prices 'of this art·ic]e 
in the California' mal'ket, and the desit'e of planters to avail of it to the 

'\1tmost. of the'ir ability, 'sugar impcl-fectly cured, with nil the refuse 
that ,?ould be collected from ,the drying houseg, . and which formerly 
would not have been offered for sale,' except at retail among. the Da-

. tiV8 population, has,' the preeent y.,ar, been' exported from the coUIl-

.. 
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try, or sold for exportation upon its general reputation and has fail­
ed ,to gi~e enth'e ~atisfaction. Island sugurs. hllve, consequent­
ly, full!'n into ,some disl'epute, and are very little. more esteem~d at 
this tim~ in tlie Calif~rllial market, than :Wllllilla sllgars. 

It is of the first im'portance to Sandwich Island produceril, that they 
endeavor to secure the highest possible reputation for the produce of 
their estates, and, in as much as ,a good character is sooner lost than 
established', that they do n\:lt allow a temporay p.dvance in price, 01' an 

increased demand, to tempt them to injure their good name, by export-

ing, or selling ,fOI' exportation, unmercluintahle s~gal'B. . 

THE CULTURE OF THE VINE AND TOBACCO. 

By GEO. M. ROBERTSON. , 
There are several h~anc.hes of agriculture for which these Islands 

are thollght to he admirahly adapted, which seem to be discounten­
. anced, 01' at least IIPglpcted, from a prpjudice against them, ,For ex­
anlple, the raising of gl'apes for making wine and raisins, and the 

'gl'owing of tobaccn fOl' milking cigal's.. , 
Many parts of the Islands, fr~m the volcanic nature of the soil, have 

been pronoun'ced by persuns well qualified to judge of the matter, 
equal, or pel'haps sllp~rior to ~om~ of the moat celebrated wine' gro~v­
ing counlries in' the old wol'ld" Vines ~ight h'e raised to great per- ' 
fpct:ioi\ on roallY places where our present stnple nrticles of sugnr and 
coffee cannot he grown, We m~st by no means judge of the caplI-­

,bilitieso'f' our genia~, soil and climate, for vin~ growing, by the wild, 
untrained, unpruned specimens whit:h we now see broll'ght to market. 
Grapes, tis well as lnl,'ls't othel' fl'uits, I'equire enl'e and ~uhivatioil to 
bring them to pet'fection, and I nm informed that ,thel'c al'e on the 
lslands sevel'al Portugue!'e from the Westel'n and other Islands in the 

'Atlantic Ocean; who "nderstand both the mode of culture, a~d the 
process of manufilcturifJ'g winl's in those countries. Th~re can be ~ut 
little doubt thartlU.wo'Uld prove a "Very profitab'lE! branch of agri!=ul­
ture, if prope~ly followed, up. 
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. That·we ehoulcl contin,ll' 10 import· so much pOor wine from other 

counll'il'~, and pay Ih"\TJ . rOl' it in hilI d douhloon!', whl'n we ('an rai:'e­

OUI' IIwn ofa lIIul!h beller quality, i::l tou ab~ul·d fill' me III oelit'\'e Ihnt 

it will continue so for many years. And ·not only.·might we IIlnnufnc­

tllre {ill' C1l1r own con:o:ulllptinn, .but he able tn export to other countl'ies, 

it has hetin said that Ihe manufacture of· wine would lead 10 habits of 

inh'mpernnce, and perhapu prove ruinous .to the nntive· inhahitants: 
But I believe· thiil argument to ';e entirely unfi,"nded·on filet or analo­

gy. FOI'i.t is a wioll known circuml'tance that in the winc gl'owing 

countri~s of. EUI·ope, where the inhahitants uSP. it constantly as a he­

ve.rage, ·the pe~ple are fal' mnre temperate .then those of Englan·d, the 

Uniled States 01' Russia, I helieve the people ol'the Hawaiian Islands 

will begin 10 ·show the spil'it of tl'ue civilization only whl'n they set 

about developing all the reSOlll'ces of wealth and ('omfol't, and enjoy­

ing ralionally a 1,1 the means of happint'''s, which it hail plea:o:ed their 

C?I'eator til bestow IIpon theil' c(.,untl'y lind pln(:e withlll theil' I'each, 
. , . 

In I eft' renee to the c\llth'alion 01' tohace'l, I would I'emnrk that the 

t6ba(~co I'ni"ed on Ilwse 1~lnna~, i~ said hy th .. .Mexicans lind Califor­

l~il\lI';, to be of excellelll quality, It eel't,;inly pnssl's"e!'l a flav .... ,,·upe­

riOl' 10 that of two thil'd" or the eigDYs impo.·ted illto (·lUl' mal'kel. It 
. will grow, I think almost anywJ"lel'e on th(,:H~ 1"lnnds. I have seen 

cOllsiderable quanlitil's of it growing in some parts of Hawaii, where 

t believe it would hav~ puzzled ·ngoat to have found a ·bladeof grass • 

. There are thousands of acres. of barren Innd· in this kingdom that 'are 

tluit~ble fill' lI!lthi~g else that I am awaro of hut raising tobacco. 

Thl'se lands might be ~urned to aecnnnt in this 'way, an·d they will be 

80 in a few y.ears, or as soon as lhose who own such landa begill to 

wake lip to Iheir own interests. 

Shflllid eilher Ihe Govel'nment or the. Agricultural Society adopt 

. the Kyl'lOIll of giving prE-milllns fOl' the t'ncuurngeml'nt of AgI'iculturo 

~nd' Mnn\Jfil~llIres, 1. hupo they will ·nfll flll'get til offal' one for the 
finest flnvllred win", grown nnd lIIade within the·kmgdom, Ilnd 01l0,·111-

so; for the hest domf:'stic se~Rrll, . 

:~gricu ItUI e .. and mRnufactures lII'e ·in ~ucl) ~an , emhryotic 8ta~0 OD . 

theso blands at :flresent thllt tho keellf'st Yan.hee. who ever crossed 

the 'Sierra Nevada, could nut guess ~vhat. the ro,ul~ . .¢,eki1l. enlighten •. 

ed princi~l.e8 and industry ,will be in the c!>ur18 of ~Up •. ' O"a thiDI·J 
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have no doubt Of, and that is,: that many Ibembers of this'society'will 
live to sit under ,their' own vine and fig tree,·:and IIMoke· HawaiiliJi. 
" long ~inefl, " 

REMARKS ON FENCES, 
. ~ ( , 

By REV. E . .}'OHNSON. 

Ode subject of some importance to the agricultural interestll oetn .. 
Islands, I conceive to be that offences, The building and rep&'"*,:df 
fences form a small item in the labors of the New England farmers'~ 

There, as in Old England, and. other enlightened counh'ies, fences in 
the form of ditches, hedges, wall or wood, are deemed essentiaHo the 
protection of cultivated lands.: The' importance of this, subject:will 
doubtless increase in the estimation of the agricultural community'~ in 
proportion e.s the number of landholders increases,. and the·llumber. of 
farmers and graziers multiplies. Already hP.s a want of fences in 
some instances been ,seen to he a *pilikia of some importance:.' The 
grazier is equally interested in this subject. with the' tiller of the: soil, 
'especially if actuated by the" Golden Rule "of loving: a neighbor as 
CIne 10\"eshiritBelf.· 
, ,In' glancing hastily over this lIubje~, I shall attempt to Bn6wer 

briefly the two followjQg questions, viz :- , . 
I ; I. To whom belongs the duty of ..building and J,'epairing fences... :­
"·,2. What are the materials best' adapted for the construction of 
fences in th •. kingdom. 
, 1 .. To the question to whom belongs the duty of building and 're­

pairingtences, a diversity of opinion would doubtless be lound.to;ex­
ilit. While' the 'planter may contend that his neighbor: the'-graasier 
ahould be compeUed to kedp his 'animals .within their'own limi?,t!lu­
aided by himself, the grazier may as warmlycontimdj if nelwith'as 
good l'ealOn l that the planter sho"ld aid him in the labor arid'expeus • 
. orenclosing ~djoiniDBJaud8. I~ enlightened land., eitberwhol~'ODl. 
laws or publ'icopinioo'settle questions of this na,tuie; ,'. ~".,' 

~. ,\ ".\~ , . 
>IIpiliki&., difficulty, 

10 
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In New England I believe public ·opinion, if not the law, decides 
~hat. persons owning lands adjoining e~ch other, .shall share equally 
the labor and expense of building an~ repairing f~nces. This rule 
would se.em to be based on the fact ofrecipt:ocity of interest .. 'rhere, 
each farmer is supposed to unite the cultivation of the soil· with the 
rearing of flock and herds. That being the case, common sense 
would seem to dictate that the expense of enclosing adjoining lands be 
borne equally by the interested parties .. 

Now when we bring this principle to bear on .the state of agricul­
ture in the Islands, we fail, I think, to find that reciprocity of interest 
that would render the rule admissible here. The tiller of the soit may 
-he inclined to enclose his cultivated lands as soon as the proceeds of 
his crops will allow, b~the surely cannot be expected, in the. infancy 
of his agricultural pu!,suits, to ga to the expense of building one. half of 
the fence that separates his land from the thousands of acres owned 
by his neighbor the grazier, merely to benefit the latter. 

The Hawaiian Legislature doubtless took the same yiew of the sub­
ject ·when theye,?acted the law, imposing a fine of $5,00 per head for 
tbe trespass of horned cattle upon cultivated grounds .. The above law 
was afterwards altered to read.$I,OO per hllad instead of$5,00. That, 
I believe, is the law now in force . 
. . Leaving this part of the subject,; that admits of much diversity of 
opinion, to be di~cussed by those beUer able to do it jU8tice than my~ 
self, I pass to the next subj~ct of inquiry, viz:-"materials beat adapt­
ed for enclosing lands in the.Islands." 

Here is a wide fi~ld for investigation. Bul little has been done in 
experimenting upon the shrubs best adapted for hedges, or by a trial 
of tlte best materials for fences. .. 

.I have but little- or nothing to communic.-ate by way of actual expe­
. ·r.ience on tbis subject, still I may be able to make some suggestion& 

that· .. hall aid in experiments. that may here~fter be ml1de. 
9n;the ·question, then " what are the bfJst materials for enclosing 

-oup-Iands," I would say, that where stones are handy and abundant.B 
good.aoJid stone wall is the most durabie, and in the end, far the 
'Choapest .feDc~.Wbore stones are a~undant, two objects are gained 

. by converting them i.nto a wall, viz :-to remove them fro~ tho soil 
tb~the plow, cultivator, barrow, &'c, may not be obstructed in their 

'. 
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labor-saving work, and also to enclose the land thus cultivated., But, 
.\ unfortunately, many la~ds are almost or quite destitute of the durable 

fencing material', stone. In such case, either ditching must be resort­
ed to, or other materials such as wire, shrubs .tor hedges, or other wood­
en· materials must be used. 

Of the practicability of ditching for enclosing lands, I feel hardly 
able to express an opinion. It is doubtless worthy of a trial. . . 

As to the comparative cheafn'ess and durability of wire fence, como: 
pal'ed with that ofwo~, I do not know that experience enougb has 
been gained i~ the Islands to warrant a decision. Indeed I know of 
only one case w~ere a trial of" wire for an enclosure has been made, 
and that is by our esteemed citizen, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul 
General, now a resident upon these shores. 

For wooden fence, the /.:i stick is much used, a-hd is to~nd to answer 
to goo.d purposes where free from the larger animals that feed upon its 
leaves, and destrof its health and its growth. Another material that 
has been extensively used for fences is the Hau, which I believe is a 
species of the Hibiscus. The usual manner of construction is tbis. 
A trench is dug, from] 8 inches to 2 feet in depth, and the sticks of a 
suitable length placed perpondicularly and c(!mpactly together, so as 

, to form two rows in depth, or if the sticks are large a .single .row is . 
sufficient. This tench is then filled with earth, which is so compress­
ed as to cause' the sticks to take root. Where it does take root~ itll 
growth is rapid and the limbs sent out from th'e top in. about two yeaJ'lS 
afford lJlaterialfor filling up the portions of the fence wh~re the Hau' 
has decayed, One objection to using th~ Hau for enclosing arable 
land, is tbat the roots branch out nearly a rod 'on each side of lhe 
fenc6', g~eatly to the injury of the growth of vegetable production. 
The d.ifficulty occa&ione.d by the d~ying 'away of a part of the Hau sticks 
may be oyercome by twining or intertwining the living twigs across 
the dry part of the fence,. thereby filling up the space. I am ipdebted 
to my friend, Thos. Brown', Esq, of the falls of Wailua, Kl\uai, for 
suggestions on this subject. Various other thrubs have beeD at va­
rious1ill\u IUggestt\,d as:useful mater~a18 for hedges .. AD;ong them is· 
the Prickly Pear or Cactus .. I have: tried no experiments with this 
plant, but.I think that it might be used for a hedge on a tolerable dry' 
Boil, especially if kept well. p·runed. A- specios of prickly minora 'and 

';'\'. 
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t.he 'Jim!' have both been suggesteda,s suitable for hedges, but I am not 
aw.are ,ihat a.trial has ~een made of either. • 
"lThere' are several trees that l thiBk might be used for enclosing 
lands, 'such as the Kukuior'Candle Nut, and an East Jndia tree com­
monly termed the "Pride of India. II I have thought that the Kuk.ui 
Bowed in drills and kept well cultivated would answer a good purpose 
as a fence. It would,'.require a few years, perhaps three, to get a 
growthsumcient t~ ·make it impenetrabie for animals. I am not at all .. 
certain that it,woul4 answer. a good purposp ~~. the neal'D~SS to which 
the trees must .stand to each other, would perh~ps prevent a sufficient 
l>odyto .answerthe purposes of a hedge . 
. . The 'Pride of India' might,perhaps be used for the same purpose; 
and, if not in that near proximity, let it be planted say from three to 
six feet apart, and ,a:f,ler three years growth is attained iet. durable rails 
be inserted into the body of th'e trees, fastened by a nail, if need be, 
and,'tlley would soon become so embedded iri"to the body oftbe tree as 
to m~k~ 'a solid fence. These trees ~ould ~f course become perma­
n~!ltpost~, and t.he limbs would answer for rails, when the first set. of 
i-&:ils had become decayed. . These are merely suggestions and not the 
~es~its of a~tual experie·nce. 
'-' • ~ • J 

, Here, with a few remarks, I will close this paper. My object in 
•. ", I: '. ' '. . ' 

this brief essay has not been especially to enlighten this society, nor 
t~"~'~m~unicate much in'formation from actual experience, but mer~ly 
,.. ~. ' ~'. 

~o b'ring t.he subject before the m,inds of this body, who may possibly 
d~e~ iiimportant enough to elicit discussion from those better able 

• th~n' ~Y8~lf t~do it justice. .. , 
-I. ~ r " ; ! , • • 

REPORT RESPECTING THE AGRICULTURAL PROSPECTS 

OF THE DISTRICT OF ~AMAKUA, MAUl. 

By A. W. PARSONS . 

. . In the district of HamaklYl, within three miles of my houss, there 
are one thousa~d acres ofsugar ,cane,.three qaarUlrs of ,whieh:lhould 
be'iinanufactured within th~ current year. ' At presenttbere are 

. t~~e Ilugar mills in operation, and five in process of erection.' 'Thele, 
when complete, will enable-the planter~ tp manufacture' at least lix 
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huntlred tons of sugar per annum. Tbe average prod.uce per acre 
has been ascertained to be about one ton. A careful account of .the , . 
produce and expense of twenty five acres of cane, shows the following 

result, viz :":""cost ~f planting and raising to maturity" ready for manu­

facturing" $12 per acre. Cost of manufacturing and shJPping to mar­
ket, including commission for selling, &c., $50.' Total expense of 
raising, manufacturing and selling $62. ,Avail!! from sales of the pro­
duce per aCI'e, $236. This sugar sold at an average of 10 cents. per 
lb., the molasses at abou.t 30 cts. per gallon. 

There have been raised 10 this district th~ past year, at Jeast, one 
hundred bushels of wheat, of a quality equal if not superior to any 
raised in Westel'n New York., The quantity per acre I have not yet 
ascertained. Irish and sweet potatoes have been produced in great 
abundance and perfection, wherever proper attention has been paid 10 

the crops. 

'Statement of exports from the ,port of Lahaina to California of do­
mestic produce from Aug. 28, 1849, to Aug 10, 1850. 
No of vessels, 55 No of blocks coral, 

" bbls. Irish potatoes, 26,421 " cords wood, _ 
" "sweet do, 3,961," doz. poultry, 
" "pickles, . 535 " "eggs, 
" pumpkins, "7,640 ", swine, 
" cocoa nuts, 21,800" sheep,. 
" Jbs sugar, 211,408" feet of lumber, 
.. bbls molasses, 612", lbs. ,coffee, 
" "syrup, 74a " bbls. beans, 
" bags 'salt, 1,812 " water melons, 
" bbls. lime, 87 " cabbages,' . 
.. "onions, 1,203 " lbs., arrow root, 
" "yams 28 " pine apples, 
.. "oranges, ' 3,300 

1,428 
55 
22 

liOt 
255, 
17,) I 

2B,7n 
~,OOO 

8 
. 5000 

400 
J,600 

12,000 

Total value efthe exportations $132,079,37~ ]08 whale ships have 

arrived during this time. E~ch of these ship~ lay in al stores an 
average of 50 bbls of Irish potatoes and 000 pumpkins. 
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